Draft until approved
WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th December 2019 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Stephanie Hensley, Duncan Perry. 
Christine Mason – Clerk.
District Cllrs Rachel Eburne, Keith Wellham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and eight members of the public.
2019/88
Apologies for absence – All present.
2019/89
Declarations of interest – None.
2019/90
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting - The Parish Council meeting minutes of 18th November 2019 were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2019/91
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report - previously circulated. In the run up to the General Election, all MSDC Council & Cabinet meetings have been cancelled. Next meetings are in January. Planning and regulatory committees continued as normal. Setting for council tax for 2020/21 also delayed. In the last year, CAB have addressed nearly 10,000 issues and helped 3,400 clients. Work done by volunteers has been officially valued at more than £380,000. Overview & Scrutiny committee had commenced a scrutiny of CABs in Suffolk which will restart in January.  MSDC draft budgets for the general fund and for the housing revenue account will be discussed at the January Cabinet meeting for Full Council approval in February. Officers are continuing to work through submissions for the Joint Local Plan. No timescale yet for its adoption. MSDC are offering grants of between £1,000 to £5,000 for anyone who needs adaptations to their homes due to disability or long-term health condition. See the website for further information or call 0300 123 4000. Funding Community Infrastructure (CIL) - details of all monies collected from developers is publicly available on hhtp://pfm.exacom.co.uk/midsuffolkbabergh/index.php.
2019/92
Public Participation 

Matters raised included correction to the minutes relating to the sale of the School (all legal matters now resolved); loud noise coming from Aggmax Transport at 7.30-8.00am (SCC to be informed).
Agenda item 11 was now discussed. 
DC/19/05445 Outline Planning Application (some matters reserved access to be considered) Erection of up to 5 no. dwellings Land North East of Windmill Rise, Wetherden, Suffolk. 

After a full discussion between Councillors and members of the public, the following comments are to be submitted to MSDC Planning.
Wetherden Parish Council strongly objects to this planning application for the following reasons:

· Lack of village infrastructure

· Access to site via track no wider than 4.6m

· Land lies above properties surrounding it

· Development of another greenfield site as opposed to brownfield

· Increased risk of ground water off into surrounding properties

· Increased traffic during and after any possible construction is unsustainable

· No pavements on roads leading to development will be major safety issue

· Wetherden has been designated a hamlet due to its size and lack of amenities; as a consequence, these properties are unlikely to attract young families into the village

· Increase in vehicular movements would lead to increasing levels of environmental pollution

· Loss of meadowland for animals and wildlife at a time when we are being told we must preserve these areas

· Recent surveys for new villagers moving into properties surrounding the land have highlighted that this land is an area which is subject to potential natural ground subsidence 

· If built large vehicles including refuse collection, fire engines and ambulances would not be able to access the area.
Information from the Wetherden Speed Indicator device (SID)
Figures obtained by SID for November show 91% of vehicles travel at 30mph through the village with only 9% travelling 35mph or over. One in every thousand vehicles are doing 50mph or more. SID to be rotated on a regular basis. New bracket has been ordered.
2019/93
County Councillor's report 
Due to the election moratorium a number of decisions and meetings at Suffolk County Council have been delayed. 2020/21 budget proposals will be discussed at the Scrutiny Committee meeting on the 7 January, to Cabinet on the 28 January and Full Council on the 13 February. The Children’s Centre consultation, the publication of the first draft of the Ipswich Northern Bypass business case and meetings of the Climate Emergency Policy Development Panel have all been postponed until after the election. It has been forecasted the Base Budget for Quarter 1 will be overspent by £1.3m. At Quarter 2 the overspend is expected to be £0.2m. The Dedicated Schools Grant budget has reduced from £6.7m at Quarter 1 to £6.3m at Quarter 2. Budget pressure remains within Adult & Community Services, Children & Young People, Growth. Highways & Infrastructure. Civil parking enforcement is expected to be rolled out across Suffolk by 31 January 2020. SCC’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan has been approved by Cabinet. Measures include creating a digital map of the county’s footpaths and bridleways and a new way to prioritise maintenance of well used routes. Low bridge signage at the junction of Daisy Green Road and Grove Lane and issues at Rectory Hill have been reported. Feedback not yet received. 
Owing to heavy rain, a once shallow householders’ pond is now no more than one metre away from the edge of the road. Cllr Stringer to inform Highways.
2019/94
Clerk’s report


No further matters to report.

2019/95
Finance report – the Clerk's finance report ending 16th December 2019 was


agreed. The following payments were authorised:


Public Works Loan Board

£475.37
Litter Contract


£86.35

Back pay litter contract

£32.92

E.ON




£50.91

2019/96
Pavilion
a) The quotation for works to the Pavilion already agreed. No further discussion.
b) The Locality Budget Grant application form for £1,100 has been submitted to Cllr Eburne.
2019/97
The Maypole
An application form to register The Maypole under the AVC scheme
has been sent to MSDC for their consideration.
2019/98
Planning application
DC/19/05445 Outline Planning Application (some matters reserved access to be considered) Erection of up to 5 no. dwellings Land North East of Windmill Rise, Wetherden, Suffolk. Discussed in agenda item 6.

2019/99
Signage


Update given in Cllr Stringer’s report.

2019/100
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns
a) Play area report deferred until the next meeting.

b) It has been advised the Common is cut mid-July, left to dry and then raked.

A quotation to carry out the work to be sought as and when required. The Community Pay Back Scheme has now ended.


     Reshaping of the Willow Tree at Church Walk has been done.
2019/101
Meeting of local charities 
After full discussion on issues relating to the local charities i.e time constraints, shortage of Trustees, clearness of objectives, lack of communication, it was proposed the various Charities sit down together to discuss a viable way forward. To be progressed.
2019/102
Correspondence
Emails forwarded to Councillors when received.

2019/103
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council


None.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.52pm.
Date of next meeting :  Thursday 9th January 2020. To be confirmed.
Christine Mason
07545783987
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
