Draft until approved
WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th November 2019 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Stephanie Hensley, Duncan Perry. 
Christine Mason – Clerk.
District Cllrs Rachel Eburne, Keith Wellham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and three members of the public.
2019/72
Apologies for absence – All present.
2019/73
Declarations of interest – None.
2019/74
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting - The Parish Council meeting minutes of 14th October 2019 were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2019/75
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report - previously circulated. 

With a General Election called for 12th December, all Council, Cabinet and Overview & Scrutiny meetings have been cancelled. Next meetings scheduled for January. The Joint Strategic Plan (2016-2020) has been refreshed by Cabinet members of both Councils. The new plan includes a vision and a mission statement and is summarised with a graphic representation. A cross party group of councillors has now formed and agreed a programme of meetings to address the Climate Emergency. Two completely affordable housing developments on the middle school sites in Needham Market and Stowmarket are to be delivered. MSDC will be running free swims over the Christmas holidays from 20 December to 5 January at Stowmarket and Stradbroke to promote healthier and active lifestyles in the district. Submissions made to the Preferred Options Consultation are currently being worked through by Officers. No time timescale has been confirmed in the process of adopting a Joint Local Plan. Applications for a Locality Budget Grant has been extended from December to January.
2019/76
County Councillor's report 
Major reshuffle of the Suffolk County Council Cabinet. With 35% staffing cuts to Health Visitors, mandatory visits for families to check on the health of children/parents during pregnancy and early childhood will be reduced from five to three. The Boundary Commission has extended the deadline for their consultation on new division boundaries for SCC until 2 January 2020. It has been confirmed the new school transport policy is to be reviewed. A capital investment of £7.5m, funded through a PWLB, has been agreed by SCC. The charges for bringing the mixed recycling waste to Great Blakenham will then be reduced from £79.6 per tonne to £58.20 per tonne. 
2019/77
Public Participation 
Issues raised: The Parish Council were reminded the Crawford Educational Trust has funds available to assist with education-based projects. Subject to the criteria being met, grant applications will be considered by Trustees at a meeting in December. Work needs to be carried out to the village notice board at the old school. Deep groves/potholes along the road edge of Rectory Hill. Three drains at the bottom of Rectory Hill regularly blocked with dirt coming down from the hill. Andrew to investigate both matters. Regarding the Maypole Pub, the Parish Council are aware Elizabeth Holdings are seeking court action to release the current lease holders from their contract. New tenants will be actively sought, and the Maypole Pub reopened. 
Information from the Wetherden Speed Indicator device (SID) has been collected and analysed by volunteers. An average of 110,000 vehicles per month are passing the static SID location. The majority of those travelling through Wetherden are doing so within 10% of the statutory speed limit of 30mph. However, a small number have been logged approximately at 40mph and a small percentage have exceeded 50mph. The higher speeds occur most frequently in the early morning or late at night. Cllr Andrew Stringer agrees with the Parish Council that an automatic number plate recognition system (ANPR) is required to identify the vehicles travelling in excess of 50mph. The Chairman thanked Chris & Roger for their detailed report.
The school has been sold subject to contract. No building conversion plans will be forwarded to planners until the sale is complete. 

2019/78
Clerk’s report
A grant of £298.96 from Cllr Wellham’s Locality Budget will be used to replace the broken bench (now removed) on the playing field. 
Planning permission has been granted for DC/19/04442 Erection of new two storey rear extension and raising ridge height of dwelling (following demolition of existing) The Bungalow, Base Green, Wetherden, Stowmarket, IP14 3LS.
2019/79
Finance report – the Clerk's finance report ending 15th November 2019 was


agreed. The following payments were authorised:


Vertas Ground maintenance

£233.24



MSDC underpayment of vat

£5.40



Litter contract



£90.27

Anglian Water



£27.65 

2019/80
To formally approve the quotation for work to be carried out to the willow tree on the common 

By unanimous vote, the quotation of £700 for the work to the willow tree was approved. 

2019/81
Pavilion
A verbal figure in the region of £1,500 has been received for all maintenance works required at the Pavilion. Cllr Perry to obtain a written quotation. An application for a Locality Budget grant to part fund the repairs to be submitted to Cllr Eburne.
2019/82
Parish Magazine
A grant of £150 to assist with the printing of the Haughley & Wetherden Parish News in 2020 was agreed.

2019/83
Provision of signage near to Box Tree Farm
If evidence is produced, Cllr Andrew Stringer to action low bridge signage at the junction of the Daisy Green Road and Grove Lane to prevent large vehicles getting to the bridge before they are stuck.
2019/84
Common/playing field projects and concerns 
The monthly Community Payback team are struggling to provide a service and sessions are being cancelled. In the light of this, Paul Sutton suggested the work at the Common needs to be carried out by a paid contractor. Alongside the Community Payback team, Cllr Perry suggested the local community could be involved in maintaining half of the common, hedges, boundaries of fields and sections of the footpaths. Further discussion at the next meeting.
Play area report received from MSDC – deferred until the next meeting.

2019/85
Meeting of local charities


Being progressed.

2019/86
Correspondence
Emails forwarded to Councillors when received.

2019/87
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council


None.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Date of next meeting :  Monday 16th December 2019.
Christine Mason
07545783987
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
