 WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th October 2019 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Stephanie Hensley, Duncan Perry. 
Christine Mason – Clerk.
District Councillor Keith Welham
County Councillor Andrew Stringer
2019/72
Apologies for absence 
District Councillor Rachel Eburne.
2019/73
To consider a request for co-option to the Parish Council


Deferred.
2019/74
Declarations of interest 
None.
2019/75
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The Parish Council meeting minutes of 19th September 2019 were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2019/76
District Councillor Keith Welham's report 
Practical steps towards Climate Emergency and action on biodiversity has been voted down by the Administration. As from 1st September, Government has changed how CIL is reported and spent. The District Council is reviewing the list that details what CIL can be spent on. There is a possibility of reducing the amount available for community projects. The draft Joint Local Plan consultation has ended. Next stage will be a technical consultation prior to its examination in public by an inspector. It is anticipated the plan will be ‘made’ in Summer/Autumn 2020. Task & Finish group of Overview & Scrutiny to review how the Citizen Advice is delivered across Suffolk. Each District Councillor has £7,350 to allocate to community groups. Applications welcome. The minimum award is £250, and grants must meet one of the Council’s strategic objectives. Up to March 2019, CIFCO made a loss of £4.6M (split evenly across both councils) due mainly to the downward valuation of the company’s investment properties. A loss of £1.5M was also made by MSDC on the Gateway 14 project in Stowmarket.
2019/77
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 
The Boundary Commission are looking at reducing the number of councillors at SCC from 75 to 70. New process in place for requesting speed limit changes. All requests for changes now to be filtered through local councillors. Following a report on the pros and cons, Cabinet Member for Highways, Cllr Mary Evans will have the final decision. On 24 September, the Cabinet agreed a response to EDF’s Stage 4 consultation for Sizewell C. Although the principle of nuclear technology was supported, not sufficient information was available to support  the proposals. Overspend anticipated at the end of Q1 for the Base and Dedicated Schools Grant Budgets. Largely due to increase in children with Special Educational Needs and increased school transport costs for schools outside of Suffolk. New Anglia LEP are currently drafting a Local Industrial Strategy for Suffolk. To be presented to central government for approval in October. Only relevant to new applications, the PWLB rate has been increased by government from 1% to 1.25%. Mud on the road at the quarry areas to be monitored and reported if excessive. Questions asked included the parish settlement boundaries; the excessive waiting time for a doctor’s appointment in Woolpit. 
Cllr Stinger pointed out if preferred, residents were entitled to register 
with a surgery of their choice e.g. Stowmarket; the solar powered VAS that requires updating – no response as yet from Highways.
2019/78
Public Participation  
No members of the public were present.
2019/79   
Clerk’s report 


A second complaint regarding rubbish left on the playing field by the visiting football team has been received from MSDC. No confirmed date other than October for play area inspection. 
2019/80
Finance report – the Clerk's finance report ending 11 October 2019 was agreed. The following payments were authorised: 


Parish Newsletter Grant

£150.00


Litter contract


£86.35


Underpayment to MSDC

£27.00


Wetherden Village Hall Grant
£400.00


Strimmer repairs


£118.24

Receipts 


MSDC Precept


£6,455.50


MSDC CIL Monies


£340.84

2019/81
To receive an update/quotation for works required to the chain-link fencing/posts around The Green and Larlands

Hardwood posts have been purchased and a local person has agreed to carry out the work.
2019/82
Football Club – maintenance issues
Deferred until the next meeting.
2019/83
Community Payback
Deferred until the next meeting.

2019/84
Common/playing field projects and concerns 
The broken bench at the seating area next to the tennis courts has been removed, a post needs replacing, and weeds need to be strimmed around the actual play area. All in hand. An application for a Locality Budget Grant to be submitted to Cllr Welham to offset the cost of a new bench. A price to be sought from Realise Futures – type ‘Bodmin.’ 
2019/85
Meeting of local charities
No update at present.

201986
Correspondence 
None.
2019/87
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council
A heap of garden waste has been dumped along Haughley New Street. Location to be reported on MSDC website under flytipping; the need for the VAS post to be moved further along; the necessity to explain to residents how the precept budget is calculated.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Date of next meeting :  Monday 18th November 2019.
Christine Mason
07545783987
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
