 WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 September 2019 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Stephanie Hensley, Duncan Perry. 
Christine Mason – Clerk.
District Cllr Rachel Eburne
2019/56
Apologies for absence - County Councillor Andrew Stringer
2019/57
Declarations of interest - None
2019/58
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting - The Parish Council meeting minutes of 15 July 2019 were signed as a true record. Regarding the request from the Baptist Chapel to erect a traffic mirror, it has been made clear if put up, churchgoers would use it at their own risk (now in situ).      
2019/59
District Councillor's report - previously circulated. 
Changes to the waste & recycling bin collection days are now in effect. A number of public events have been held across the District to discuss the Draft Joint Local Plan. Consultation ends 30th September. Key point for Wetherden is to check the settlement boundary to ensure this is accurate. Following discussion, the Parish Council a) agrees with the settlement boundaries to the East of Elmswell and West of Wetherden b) agrees with the appropriate buffer of countryside separating the two villages.
2019/60
County Councillor's report 
Suffolk County Council’s new Home to School transport policy will be implemented this September. Children moving to a new school will only be eligible for free transport if it is more than 2 miles from their nearest school. 472 applications are still outstanding. The Local Government Boundary Commission is currently undertaking a review of Suffolk County Council, to determine both the number of councillors and the boundaries between divisions. Following two pubic consultations, the review is due to be completed by July 2020.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
2019/61
Public Participation - No members of the public were present.
2019/62   
Clerk’s report – A resident has cut down a row of conifers and would like to donate the wood for the village bonfire on Fireworks night. Overflowing dog poo bin addressed. Request from a resident for an allotment. Planning application DC/19/03412 for erection of two bay cart lodge with workshop and storage above (following demolition of existing outbuildings) Willow Farm Cottage, Upper Town, Wetherden – Granted.

2019/63
Finance report – the Clerk's finance reports ending August 2019 were agreed.  The following payments were authorised: 
Roger Tombs Ink cartridges

 £21.73



MSDC  Litter/Dog bin emptying

£160.00

Vertas  Grounds maintenance

£194.40



SDC  Parish Election Recharges

£104.78



Diane Batten  Litter contract

£86.35



Diane Batten Litter contract

£72.61



Paul Sutton expenses


£65.34



E.ON  Electricity Pavilion


£49.97



Roger Tombs underpayment

£4.35



Wetherden Village Hall hire x 4 months
£30.00



TEQ Landscapes – notice board

£140.00



Haughley & Wetherden News - Grant
£150.00


Receipts:


Wetherden Football Club fee

£450.00


MSDC Cleaning Grant


£320.19
2019/64
To receive an update/quotation for works required to the chain-link fencing/posts around The Green and Larlands

One quotation already received for the fencing works. A second to be sought and circulated by email to councillors (CC to action). It was suggested a request for funding  from Cllr Eburne’s Locality Budget ought to be considered.
2019/65
Football Club
Cllrs Perry and Hensley to meet (weekend 28th September) to look at the maintenance issues including replacement flooring.
2019/66
Community Payback – deferred until the next meeting 
2019/67
The Maypole
The Parish Council agreed to support an application under the ACV scheme with the proviso there is sufficient evidence of use and ideas of how the community would protect the asset if threatened. Cllr Eburne to send a list of information/questions required. On receipt, a further community questionnaire survey to be actioned (SH) along with an item to the Village News.
2019/68
Common/playing field projects and concerns 

Date of the play area inspection to be ascertained from MSDC.
2019/69
Meeting of local charities
No update at present.

2019/70
Correspondence - None
2019/71
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council
Planning application DC/19/03809 Notification for Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Building to Dwelling House (Class C3) and for Associated Operational Development Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development Order 2015 Schedule 2, Part Class Q – Conversion of 2 n agricultural barns to 3 no dwellings following part demolition. Location: Barns at Progress Farm, Base Green, Wetherden, Stowmarket, Suffolk – Object with the following comment: The Parish Council are aware this was an historical agricultural exit/entrance but feel for it to be an access to substantial properties it is not appropriate.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Date of next meeting :  Monday 14th October 2019.
Christine Mason
07545783987
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
