
       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2020 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Duncan Perry, Stephanie Hensley
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and four members of the public.
2020/131
Apologies for absence – Cllr Sonia Jewers, District Councillor Rachel Eburne
2020/132

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2020/133
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 10th February 2020 were approved and subsequently signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2020/134
District Councillor Keith Welham’s Report - previously circulated. Budget & financial strategy discussed at Council on 27 February. Council Tax increase of 1.66% agreed, equates to a £2.76pa increase for a Band D property. Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre and Stradbroke Swim & Fitness Centre have been named as some of the country’s best following a national assessment. Needham Market railway station to get £38,000 in government funding to improve accessibility including an access for wheelchairs. A number of Council meetings have been cancelled this month. Portfolio holder’s reports will be presented to Cabinet rather than Full Council. Locality budget grants have been completed. Wetherden were allocated funds for a new bench and repairs to the Pavilion. Peter Garret, Corporate Manager of Public Realm has said consideration could be given to putting forward a few fruit trees on green spaces such as in Park View (Councillor Hensley to look at suitable locations) and the possibility of wild flowering some grassed areas to reduce the need for cutting. Suggested other areas the Common and Larlands. A question was asked whether funding could also be available to clear junk dumped on the top field i.e. provision of skips. 
2020/135
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report – previously circulated. Internal review of the implementation of the new school transport policy. Nineteen failings identified including insufficient staff numbers to cope with increased workload, poorly communicated to parents & schools, application and appeals process too complex. Scrutiny Committee to review the policy itself before the end of 2020. Budget for 2020/21 agreed by Council with a Council Tax rise of 3.98%, a £3m ‘Suffolk 2020 Fund’ and a £0.5m Highways Investment Fund. Plans for the Ipswich Northern Route have been scrapped. Instead, Cabinet has agreed to set up a task force to look at alternative ways of dealing with transport issues in Ipswich. £9.8m to be invested in converting all council owned streetlights in Suffolk with LED bulbs. Work is hoped to begin in Autumn 2020 and completed within two years. 

ANPR: The SCC Police Safety Transport Team have made an offer to fund a trial project in rural areas. Volunteers needed to analyse data. The Chairman to speak with the village SID team. Funding for the ANPR will be available in April.
2020/136
Public Participation

The Parish Council were asked to formally approve the use of the playing field for the fireworks on November 7th – approved. Oher matters raised included noting the finishing date of the ACV for the Maypole Pub; the minutes relating 
to a recent incident in Wetherden and published in the village magazine. Now rectified and an apology given to the person involved; an invitation to members of the public to join the Parish Council.
2020/137
Clerk’s Report
Appeal to the Secretary of State against the decision of MSDC to refuse permission for stationing up to 30no holiday lodges, Batts Farm, Base Green, Wetherden – Four additional points have been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.
2020/138
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 09/03/2020 were agreed. The following payments were authorised:

MSDC grass cutting


285.60

Litter contract


82.10
C Woodbridge- maintenance
436.80

Ladywell Accountancy – Payroll
82.50

Clerk’s salary



2499.52

HMRC




624.80

2020/139
To check/authorise insurance cover
Came & Company insurance policy documentation from 12/04/20 to 11/04/21 was checked and approved. Authorisation was given for a payment of £951.80 to be made.
2020/140
To ratify the appointment of a further Trustee on the Townlands Trust.

Councillors unanimously approved the appointment of Brian Davison as a further Trustee on the Townlands Trust.

2020/141
To review risk assessment

The Wetherden Risk Assessment 2020/21 was unanimously agreed as accurate; no amendments required.
2020/142
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns
With MSDC not having the means of collecting the grass once cut, it was agreed Cllrs Hensley and Perry seek quotations from alternative contractors. Wildflower areas/trees to be contemplated for the playing field. The new bench has been delivered and will be put in situ shortly.
2020/143
Correspondence


Emails forwarded to Councillors as and when received.

2020/144
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council


None.
2020/145
To decide the format for the Annual Parish Meeting in April.

Format as in previous years. Associations and Groups to be formally invited to give a brief report on their activities over the last year.

2020/146
Additional items
Request for guttering /water butt around the bus stop. Agreed. Cllr Perry to action.
 Excess on the insurance policy to be verified. Standing Orders & Financial Regulations reviewed and approved. Recommended by the Chairman, as from July 2020, Wetherden Parish Council meetings should be held bi-monthly – agreed. An Extraordinary meeting can be convened if any urgent business needs to be discussed. Noticeboards/Social Media/Website to be used to inform residents the reasoning behind this decision. Unanimously agreed Andy Lewis be co-opted to the Parish Council. 
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm. Date of next meeting: Annual Parish Meeting/Annual General Meeting Monday 20th April 2020 at 7.30pm.
Christine Mason

wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

