
       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
        Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 16th November 2020 

Present: 
Cllr Chris Harcourt, Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Andy Lewis,             
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and one member of the public.
2020/165
Apologies for absence – Cllr Sonia Jewers
2020/166

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2020/167
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 15th September 2020 were approved as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
2020/168
District Councillor Keith Welham’s report  

With the new lockdown Council leisure centres are now closed but parks remain open. Home Alone telephone number 0800 876 6926, Citizens Advice Centre 0800 068 3131. The Joint Local Plan was approved at a special meeting of Council on 11 November, to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for a public examination in mid-2021. The Biodiversity Action Plan was adopted by Cabinet on 9 November. One initiative is to plant 500 trees and a kilometre of hedging during 2021/22. The Parish Council thanked Cllr Welham for the locality budget grant of £1,570 towards the cost of a new notice board.
2020/169
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 

To date, Mid Suffolk has the lowest COVID-19 infection rate. A response has been submitted to ‘The Planning for the Future Consultation’. Home But Not Alone has been relaunched and will be staffed from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. The Boundary review consultation on draft recommendations is continuing. Any boundary changes will not be implemented until the 2025 elections.
2020/170
Public Participation
A member of the public asked why the current agenda and minutes of the previous meeting have not been displayed on the notice boards – under current Covid legislation, notification of meetings need only to be posted on the Parish Council website. Government guidelines to be monitored.
2020/171
Clerk’s Report


With CIL income of £4048, it was agreed a wish list be drawn up on how best 

to spend the funds. Cllrs Hensley, Harcourt, Welham to action.
2020/172
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 30th October 2020 were approved. Balance as of that date £38,343.57.
The following payments were retrospectively authorised

Litter picker


47.96

Litter picker tools

30.74

E-on



45.22

Anglian Water

21.73

Parish News Grant

150.00

Clerk’s salary June

322.14

Clerk’s salary July

322.14

Clerk’s salary August
322.14

Clerk’s salary September
375.18

Litter picker


82.84
Clive Woodgate

341.00

Vertas



244.94

Clerk’s salary October
330.98
To be approved at the meeting

Clerk’s salary November
330.98

Vertas



244.94

MSDC Play Inspection
84.70


Litter picker


80.66

Income received since the last meeting

Locality Budget Grant
1570.00
Precept


6457.50

MSDC Cleansing Grant
340.08

CIL payment


1483.76

2020/173
Update on repairs to the triangle


Repair work in progress. Cllr Perry to send a second email to the 



company partially responsible for the damage. Fortuitously, photographic
 

evidence is available. 
2020/174
Playground



Alex to be contacted regarding bark chippings/delivery dates. 


Suggested, councillors and those involved in the Open Gardens might 

assist in raking over the bark. Garden area likewise needs a winter tidy 

up. The gardening group to be approached to ask whether they would 

be willing to look at the flower beds/replant if necessary. Hartleys 


Garden Services to be invited to provide a quotation for any heavier 

work needed. Cllrs Perry/Hensley to action.


An application for a new piece of playground equipment to be 


made from District Council’s CIL monies budget.
2020/175
Pavilion


Painting of the Pavilion discussed earlier in the agenda. Paul to be 


contacted to see whether he is able to carry out any preliminary 


work. Cllr Perry to action.
2020/176
To consider Parish Council involvement with the ‘WildEast’ project


The project was fully endorsed by Councillors. Cllr Hensley to work 


with Cllr Lewis to progress his further. A thank you to Cllr Lewis for bringing      

it to the attention of the Parish Council. Small amounts of native species i.e. 

anemones/bluebells are be added to the common. Work is ongoing to  


increase the insect population and keeping the pathways clear.


No change to the field where rubbish is being dumped. Present owner still 

needs to be identified. A suggested name to be investigated further.
2020/177
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns.


Discussed earlier in the meeting. Nothing further to add.
2020/178
Correspondence


Emails forwarded to Councillors as and when received.

2020/179
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council


a) The SID analysis figures for October 2020 are as follows: 


During October 44,477 vehicles went through Wetherden from the direction of 

Elmswell. Peak times start at 06.30 through to 9.30 in the mornings and 2.30 – 

7.30 in the evenings. 


{ Under 30mph – 14,129 – 32%



{ 30-34mph – 19,939 – 45%




{ 35-39mph – 8,259 – 18%


{ 40mph plus – 2150 – 5%



{ 50mph plus – 106 – 0.2%



The police have agreed in principle for a speed camera with ANPR 



capabilities (costing in the region of £6000) to be trialled in multiple villages, 

Wetherden to be included. A final decision is pending.


b) Lorries mainly going up Park Road. Together with a recommendation for 

additional signage, photographs have been sent to SCC Officers by Cllr 


Stringer.  A Lorry Watch Scheme could be considered but does involve a lot 

of community input. Aggmax to be asked to remind their subcontractors 


and customers to use agreed routes.
2020/180
Date of next meeting


Monday January 18th 2021 at 7.30pm.

With no further business the meeting closed at 8.46pm.
Christine Mason

wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

