
       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
        Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 23rd September 2020 

Present: 
Cllr Chris Harcourt, Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Andy Lewis,             Cllr Sonia Jewson
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllrs Rachel Eburne, Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and one member of the public.
2020/147
Apologies for absence – All present.
2020/148

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2020/149
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 9th March 2020 were approved as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
2020/150
District Councillor Rachel Eburne - previously circulated and noted. Appeal for the planning application for 120 homes at Haughley Park is due to be heard over four days commencing 12th January 2021. All representations must be sent to the Planning Inspectorate by 16th October 2020. It is advisable a representative from Wetherden Parish Council attends the hearing at the start of the first day. Venue anticipated to be Haughley Park Barn. Any additional comments should reflect points previously not mentioned i.e. more pressure on local infrastructure with extra homes in Elmswell, no footpath along Park Road.     Cllr Keith Welham stressed the importance of residents writing a short letter stating they would like to speak at the proposed enquiry. Cllr Harcourt to review original objection letter and circulate with amendments to councillors. To highlight the application, a link to the MSDC planning portal to be posted on Facebook. The District Council and Appellant will be submitting their statement of appeal on 15th December 2020. All documents will be available to view from this date.
2020/151
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report – previously circulated and noted. Main topics: Due to social distancing requirements, Suffolk County Council will not be initially offering spare seats on school transport, but this may change from October half term. SCC has agreed to withdraw its unconditional support for Sizewell C in its current form, as a predominately road based build would have a detrimental economic and environmental impact on Suffolk. 
2020/152
Public Participation
Issues raised included future of the village pump; HGVs using Park Road with the need for additional signage at the junction; deep ruts at the side of the road at Rectory Hill and erosion of the bank; Wetherden website; Haughley Park planning application. 
In response to HGVs using Park Road, Cllr Stringer said action has already been taken against certain HGV companies. AS to request additional signage.  If possible, photographic evidence would be helpful. With regards to Rectory Hill, an engineer has visited the site and deemed it safe. As a safety measure, AS to re-report.
2020/153
Clerk’s Report
A tenant in the neighbouring business park has made a complaint about the amount of rubbish now dumped in the adjacent field to Park Road – with uncertainty of land ownership, a Land Registry search to be made.  
2020/154
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 31st August 2020 were agreed. Balance as of that date £33,780.60.

The following payments were authorised:

Hartley’s Garden Service

300.00
Clerk’s salary



300.00

SALC Subscription


259.88

MSDC dog litter bin emptying
192.61

SCC Energy costs


392.97

Litter contract


94.42

Anglian Water


1.71

PWLB




475.37

Litter contract


92.36

Clerk’s salary



386.54

E-on




42.85
Litter contract


88.25

Anglian Water


11.69

Litter contract


63.22

Trevor Brown Auditor

150.00

Vertas Ground Maintenance
204.11

Income received since the last meeting
Locality Budget Grant

640.38

Precept



6457.50

MSDC Cleansing Grant

340.08

Haughley Park Youth FC

120.00

Wayleaves



143.19

i.  The Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 2020 was approved.

ii. The Accounting Statement for the year ending 31 March 2020 was approved.
iii. The Internal Auditor’s report for 2019/20 was approved with points raised noted and actioned.
2020/155
Playground
Minor/very minor issues highlighted in the Annual Play Area Report all non-urgent and will be repaired at a later date. Siting of new bench to be progressed.
2020/156
Planning
Planning applications received since the last meeting were previously circulated to councillors and responses sent to MSDC planning.

2020/157
Dustbins


Problems arising from change of bin collection dates now rectified.
2020/158
Community Payback


Paul Sutton is presently liaising with the Community Payback Team. 


Risk assessments for gardening, petrol equipment, painting, building tasks 

have been received and will be kept on file. 
2020/159
Railway bridge
Complaints of inadequate signage at the railway bridge have been sent to the Chairman by residents of Upper Town. Incidents, preferably with photographic evidence to be sent to the Parish Council or SCC.
2020/160
Locality bids
Items fitting the criteria for a locality budget grant are as follows:

        A replacement Parish Council notice board, two toddler swing seats and chains, 
two litter bins, playground equipment, internal/external works to the Pavilion. Prices to be sought and an application made.
2020/161
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns
Following a survey by Cllr Hensley and Paul Sutton, a list of additional trees/plants/suggested locations for the village to be compiled by SH and sent to Cllr Eburne.
2020/162
Correspondence


Emails forwarded to Councillors as and when received.

2020/163
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council
A question on whether the bonfire/fireworks event will go ahead this year was raised by Cllr Perry. James Rand to be contacted by DP.
2020/164
Date of next virtual meeting


Monday November 16th 2020 at 7.30pm.

With no further business the meeting closed at 20.59pm
Christine Mason

wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

