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      WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2020 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Duncan Perry, Stephanie Hensley
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllr Rachel Eburne, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and five members of the public.
2020/119
Apologies for absence – Cllr Sonia Jewers.
2020/120

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2020/121
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
Addition to minutes: …and consequently the police at this stage would not likely prosecute. … further enquiries are ongoing and anyone with further information should contact me. The amended  minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13th January 2020 were subsequently signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2020/122
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report - previously circulated. 

Main points of the report included the review of enforcement processing and procedures, long term aim to make the service swifter, more efficient and transparent; current use of the field at the junction of Park View/Haughley Park Road has been acknowledged by Planning Enforcement, Cllr Eburne to follow up; budget and financial strategy to be agreed at Cabinet on 10th February; proposed Council Tax increase of 1.66% equating to a £2.76p increase for a Band D property; refurbishment work due to begin at the Regal in Stowmarket and should be completed by the end of the year; preparations are continuing for the transfer of parking enforcement from the Police to Suffolk County Council; enforcement within Mid Suffolk managed by West Suffolk District Council; a grant for Citizens Advice Bureau of £86,700 per annum for the next three years has been agreed by MSDC’s Cabinet. 
2020/123
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report – previously circulated.


Recommendation to Cabinet that the Ipswich Northern Route should not proceed to the next stage of development, a final decision on the future of the INR project to be made on 25th February; an in principle trial agreement from the Police to bring forward ANPR on community run Speed Devices has been gained; roll out of the third phase of Suffolk’s superfast broadband with BT Openreach has been approved by Cabinet; a permit scheme requiring utility companies to apply for a permit from Suffolk Highways before digging up roads in Suffolk has been approved; costs incurred by the council running the scheme will be recovered through fee income from permit applications; penalties to be incurred if works overrun; additional signage at the Low Bridge, Wetherden will not be funded by Highways; local funding to be sourced; travellers who had moved to Tot Hill have been relocated to another site for a period of 4 weeks. Various agencies are involved, Gypsy Liaison Officer, Housing Officer, District Council, County Council and on a daily basis the Police.
2020/124
Public Participation 
Issues raised included the amount of rubbish not ever been cleared from top field, Cllr Eburne to bring it to the attention of the Planning Enforcement 
Team; large delivery lorries using the road towards Haughley Green, Cllr Stringer to speak to the Operator in question; together with the paper bin at the School, the Parish Council notice board may also need to be relocated; the oak tree is not part of the school property and not included in the sale; potential buyers have organised for a storm water drain survey to be carried out; Pavilion has some storm damage, a metal piece covering part of the roof has come off; font size of print in the village magazine needs to be marginally bigger.
2020/125
Clerk’s Report
The Maypole Public House has been added to the MSDC list of Assets of Community Valve (ACV) with effect from 30th January 2020. This means that    a local land charge has been made relating to the property and a restriction placed at the Land Registry.

Outline planning application for erection of up to 5no dwellings, Land North East of Windmill Rise, Wetherden, Suffolk has been refused by the Local Planning Authority.

2020/126
To receive financial reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 05/02/2020 were agreed. The following 
payments were authorised:


Westcotec – Bracket for SID

69.00



Litter contract



96.47



Vertas – Grounds maintenance

233.24



Village Hall Hire



37.50

ICO - Data Protection fee


40.00

2020/127
To consider a response to an appeal to the Secretary of State      relating to DC/19/020006, Batts Farm, Base Green, Wetherden

In addition to the Parish Council’s previous response, the following points to be submitted in writing to the Secretary of State: No access to public transport network, no school, no amenities, no cycle paths or pavements.  
2020/128
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns

A thankyou to Clive Woodgate for works carried out at the Ashfield Road triangle. The list of repairs and maintenance necessary at the play area to be given to CW for his attention.
A quotation for cutting the grass at the Common to be requested from MSDC. Cllr Hensley to obtain a second quotation. 


A request by a resident to plant bulbs to be followed up by Cllr Perry.
2020/129
Correspondence


Emails forwarded to Councillors as and when received.
2020/130
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council


None

With no further business the meeting closed at 8.17pm.
Date of next meeting: Monday 9th March 2020 at 7.30pm.
Christine Mason  0754578398  wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
