WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
   Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th January 2020 in the Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Chris Harcourt, Duncan Perry 
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllrs Rachel Eburne, Keith Wellham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer (later in the meeting) and fifteen members of the public.
2020/104
Apologies for absence – Cllr Stephanie Hensley.
2020/105

To co-opt an applicant to Wetherden Parish Council – Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Duncan Perry that Sonia Jewers be co-opted onto Wetherden Parish Council. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
2020/106
Declarations of interest – Cllr Sonia Jewers declared an Interest in agenda item 12b.
2020/107
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting - The Parish Council meeting minutes of 16th December 2019 were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
2020/108
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report - previously circulated. The 2020/21 District Council net budget will be in the region of £10 million; Council Tax is to go up by 1.66% equating to £2.76 per year for a Band D property; the District Council have earmarked New Homes Bonus funds of £9.2million - ideas for projects welcomed, however, stipulations on how this is spent are in place; budget proposals including a sustainable house-building programme have been put forward; Sheltered Housing rent to be increased by £2 per week with utility bills staying the same; Council House rents to increase by 2.7% - 1% above Consumer Prices Index; new protocol produced by the CAB and the LGA for the collection of council tax arrears in a less confrontational way; a Planning Enforcement review is currently underway; the planning application for new homes on land adjacent to Windmill Rise is expected to be refused.

With regards to CAB funding issues, Cllr Keith Welham added Overview & Scrutiny Task Force had met to discuss how CAB operate and to show what value they give. Funding agreed at £120,000 for each of the next three years and will be subject to an annual review in terms of efficiency, income generation and impact. CCG to top up funding to SCC level for one year. Prospect in the future of CAB having to reorganise from five to four.
2020/109
Public Participation – part one
Matters relating to Highways to be deferred pending Cllr Andrew Stringer’s arrival.
2020/110
Clerk’s Report
New bench at play area ordered; Spring Clean 2020, further details will be available in the Parish News; Discharge of Conditions Application- Conditions 5 and 7, Former Grange Farm Barn, Wetherden have been granted by MSDC planning.

2020/111
To receive financial reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 31/12/19 were agreed. The following 
payments were authorised:
Anglian Water



16.18



Roger Tombs ink/paper


30.50

MSDC Play are inspection report

60.22

Litter contract



94.41

W. Jarvis & Son tree maintenance
840.00

One Suffolk website subscription

60.00
2020/112
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns
a) Annual play area report – requisite works to be carried out have been highlighted in the report. To be progressed.
b) Two quotations for removing the moss from the tennis court have been received. Unanimously agreed, the lower of the two be accepted. Cllr Sonia Jewers to liaise with the contractor.

2020/113
To receive an update regarding a way forward with The Charities


No update available at present.

2020/114
Correspondence


Emails forwarded to Councillors as and when received.
2020/115
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council
Levy from the tennis club payable to the Parish Council is £137.50 this year. Numbers down last year but steadily increasing. 
The successful Wetherden open gardens event is not being held this year but instead a working party will start to plant out and improve the carpark gardens in March/April. If sufficient people come forward other areas within the village i.e. planters over at the tennis courts can be restored. 
2020/116
Public Participation – part two
The Speed Indicator Device (SID) Annual Summary Report January 2019 to December 2019: Peak times Monday-Friday between 6.30am and 9.00am and from 16.30pm to 19.00pm. Traffic recorded passing SID in 2019 = 494,446.
Vehicles travelling under 35mph 82%, over 35mph 18%, 50mph plus 0.2%.  Data gathered shows a regular pattern of habitual offenders
 but regrettably they cannot be recognised. An automatic number plate recognition system (ANPR) would be a positive way forward. With community support, it was suggested Wetherden should consider putting their name forward to the County Council to trial the technology. A thank you was given to both Roger & Chris for their comprehensive reports. 
2020/117
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report
Following several accidents in Wetherden, including the tragic collision involving a horse and rider, Cllr Stringer said in both circumstances excessive speed was not the predominant factor and consequently the police at this stage would not likely prosecute. Highways have further reported current engineering measures are adequate and would not have contributed to the incidents. Further enquiries are ongoing and anyone with further information should contact Cllr Stringer.
To help reduce the level of speeding, there is a need to increase pressure to install automatic number plate recognition onto the Speed Indicator Device. Talks with the Police and Senior Council Officers to allow this at community level are continuing. Questions/issues raised by residents included time frame for getting ANPR; sun in driver’s eyes in relation to the Highway Code; vehicles being allowed to park on double yellow lines during the day forcing drivers onto the wrong side of the road; (Cllr Stringer to ask Officers to double check the traffic audit for the junction); reduction of the speed limit through the village to 20mph (not enforceable); number of vehicles parked by the church on a Sunday morning; overgrown hedge opposite the Baptist Chapel obscuring vision; parking on pavements; white lines/30mph markings not having been replaced following the resurfacing of the road between Haughley New Street and Wetherden; how much additional future traffic will come through the village 
from the housing development in Elmswell (10%). Residents were reminded they are able individually to report these issues to either the District/County Council/Parish Council.
Cllr Keith Wellham stressed any individual reports to DC/SCC should always be copied to the parish clerk. A surplus speed camera from Onehouse is available if required. 
2020/118
To set the precept for the financial year 2020/21
The precept set by Wetherden Parish Council was agreed as £12,915 which will amount to £53.72 per Band D equivalent property. No change to last years’ budget figure. 
With no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Date of next meeting: Monday 10th February 2020 at 7.30pm.
Christine Mason
07545783987
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com
