
       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
        Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 18th January 2021
Present: 
Cllr Chris Harcourt, Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Andy Lewis,             
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllrs Keith Welham, Rachel Eburn, County Cllr Andrew Stringer.
2021/181
Apologies for absence – Cllr Sonia Jewers
2021/182

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2021/183
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 16th November 2020 were approved as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
2021/184
District Councillors Rachel Eburne, Keith Welham Report

Following a likely underspend during the current year, the Council is planning for a surplus at the end of next year. It is proposed Council Tax will be increased by 1.66%, which is equivalent to 23p per month for a Band D property. Owing to more households applying for a Council Tax reduction, the Council Tax base has fallen and to maintain the same precept as 2020/21 most parishes will have to increase their precept request. Due to staff needing to self-isolate, brown bin collections have been suspended from 11 January until further notice. Other waste services to be continued as normal. 
2021/185
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 

Investigation into the recent flooding under the bridge at Upper Town is being carried out. Haughley Park planning appeal is due to be heard on 26 November. SCC to develop a biodiversity strategy. Wild East Project that encourages parishes and local authorities to give over one third of their land to wildlife has been documented and promoted. An extension to the deadline for grant applications from the Local Highways Budgets has been requested by the LDGI Group. Numerous phone calls concerning the inability to access the Covid website/hotline. Contact Cllr Stringer if help is required.
2021/186
Public Participation

No members of the public were present.

Cllr Rachel Eburne asked if any parish councillors were intending to be present at the Haughley Park appeal hearing - Cllrs Harcourt and Hensley  to attend. A revised script to be circulated to councillors.
2021/187
Clerk’s Report


Substantial amount of litter collected in the village/ditches – an agenda
 
item.
2021/188
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 31st December 2020 were unanimously approved. Balance as of that date £36,09.04.
The following payments were retrospectively authorised

Public Works Loan

   475.37

Litter picker


   150.42

Clerk’s salary


   330.98

E-on



     43.80

Noticeboard Company        2170.80

Anglian Water

   13.24

Payments to be approved at the meeting

Litter picker
  

  115.54

Long handled litter picker 
    28.54

Clerk’s salary


  330.98

Payroll charge

    75.00

Hartley’s Garden Services
  350.00

2021/189
To set the precept for the financial year 2021/22


The final precept figure was deferred pending amendments to



 specific expenditure for 2021/22. 
2021/190
Litter


Further discussion on an increase of paid hours was deferred until the 


budget has been finalised.


With Community litter picks not presently an option, it was suggested


litter picker equipment be purchased for those interested in helping.           

To be advertised on Facebook. 
2021/191
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns


Update on top field: Breach of planning conditions currently being 



checked out by MSDC Enforcement. Ownership of the land in question 


remains a problem. With regard to the abandoned vehicles, an initial


letter from the Parish Council to be sent to Matt Deal, Babergh/MSDC.
2021/192
Planning


Planning application DC/21/00288 Land East of Windmill Road. The only


difference to the previous planning application is a reduction in number 


of dwellings from five to three. The same objections as before to be 


submitted to Planning.
2021/192
Correspondence


Correspondence forwarded to Councillors as and when received.

2021/193
Other matters to be brought to the attention of the Council 


A resident has three bundles of willow to be planted and has asked 


villagers to decide on what they would like building in willow and 



later come to the Parish Council with their ideas 


Cllr Stephanie Hensley voiced her concerns that without planning 


permission, a neighbouring house has almost completed a second build 

in their back garden. Enforcement has been informed.
2021/194
Date of next meeting


Monday 15th March 2021 at 7.30pm.

With no further business the meeting closed at 9.14pm
Christine Mason

wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

