Draft until signed
      

       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
           Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th July 2021 at 7.30.pm
Present: 
Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Andy Lewis, Cllr Richard Thurman, Cllr Stacey Laschelles     

Christine Mason – Clerk 


District Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and two members of      the public
2021/231
Apologies for absence


Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Rachel Eburne.
2021/232
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2021/233
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 4th May 2021 were approved        as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman.
2021/234
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report

Report was previously circulated, and contents noted. Topics included the Joint Local Plan, delays with the collection of waste due to a variety of identified factors, re-scheduled council meeting due to rising cases of Covid in Suffolk, availability of locality budget funding from £250 for local community groups  and organisations. 
2021/235
Public Participation


Issues raised - emptying of waste bins and lack of forward planning to cover staff absences, with insufficient information when due to be emptied, bins are being left out on narrow footpaths, increased instances of fly tipping as bins are full. In response, Cllr Welham said MSDC intend to list collection dates for streets on their website. Cllr Perry to post on social media. Presently, three days behind reducing to one day next week.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Play park area/equipment, individual Councillors have been involved in taking care of the basic upkeep of the play area. As now beyond volunteer level, Hartleys Garden Services  have been asked to strim the whole play area site on a regular 2/3 monthly basis. A suitable firm to be identified to progress play equipment repairs. Suggested a visit be made to the new play park in Cotton to see what can be achieved within a similar sized area. All options to be considered. 





                       Planting of trees either side of the play area/back of allotments is in hand. Existing ash trees identified as needing removal to be reviewed and carried out in autumn. 




                                        Hole on decking at Pavilion entrance, as a short term fix, Cllr Thurman to patch. With an increase in material prices the contractor to requote for other maintenance work.

The accounts ending 31st March 2021 for the Wetherden Schools Charity have been approved, a copy was given to the Parish Council for circulation and notice boards.




             

Oak tree at the Old School property, Cllr Welham to make enquiries whether the tree is subject to a TPO. 




                     Area around village pump to be checked for any damage, Cllr Perry to action. 

The weight restriction sign at top of Park View should be located on                the right hand side rather than the left, three large potholes near Agmax reported but not repaired, dust on road from Agmax still an ongoing issue,  all to be referred to Cllr Stringer.
2021/236
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 

Report was previously circulated. Central government’s initiative Bus Back Better could lead to re-regulation of bus services, a positive move for Rural Suffolk; the contract with Kier for highway services expires in September 2023, the process of renegotiating a new ‘hybrid’ contact has been agreed.
2021/237
Clerk’s report

Highways are carrying out works to the blocked drains under the bridge,     fee for the hire of the Pavilion/football pitch confirmed as £500 for the forthcoming year.
2021/238
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance report for the year ending 31st March 2021 was unanimously approved. Balance as of that date stands at £34,694.30.
Likewise, the finance report to 30th June 2021 was unanimously approved. Balance as per the bank statement stands at £38,336.48.

The following payments were retrospectively authorised

Litter picker


87.20

MSDC grass cutting

245.68

Anglian Water

17.23
TEQ Landscapes

140.00

Clerk’s salary


322.14

PWLB 



475.37

Litter picker


85.02

CAS – website fee

60.00

E-on



41.88


2021/239
To approve the Exemption Certificate, Accounting Statements for      


the year ending 2020/2021


Unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
2021/240
To consider the proposed installation of approximately 111 metres       

of underground duct with associated cable – Plashwood Road, 



Wetherden.



Plan showing the proposed route was previously circulated, unanimously 



approved.

2021/241
MSDC Locality budget for 2021-2022


Interim figures and plans to be put together over the next two months. 

 

2021/242
Village Asset Management – Pavilion and Playground equipment


Covered already in the agenda.

2021/243
SID team data - 2021 Year to date summary


Total volume 214,853, 70% under 35mph, 30% over 35mph, 0.3% over  


50mph plus. Cllr Perry to post statistics on social media. The non-functioning 


solar display unit located on the hill coming down from Elmswell was due to     
 

be removed, but with a new replacement battery is now working. When  



available, the SID team have proposed the ANPR camera is sited in the centre   


of the 
village or alternately at end of village exiting east bound.
2021/244
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns



Currently overgrown with nettles, the pathway that used to run down by 


the river is to be cleared. General views for the unused Petanque court to 

be invited via social media.
2021/245
Correspondence


Circulated as and when received.

2021/246
Urgent matters to be ought to the attention of the Council


Strong candidate found for the tenancy of The Maypole. Currently being 



progressed.
2021/247
Date of next meeting


Agreed as Monday 20th September 2021 at 7.30pm. To be confirmed.
There being no further business the meeting closed at  20.48pm.
Christine Mason 
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

