DRAFT MINUTES UNTIL SIGNED
    
WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
        Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 15th March 2021
Present: 
Cllr Chris Harcourt, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Andy Lewis,             
Christine Mason – Clerk

District Cllrs Keith Welham, Rachel Eburne, County Cllr Andrew Stringer.
2021/195
Apologies for absence – Cllr Sonia Jewers, Cllr Duncan Perry.
2021/196

Declarations of interest – None declared.
2021/197
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 18th January 2021 were approved as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
2021/198
District Councillors Rachel Eburne, Keith Welham Report

Report was previously circulated, and contents noted.


On the last day of the Haughley Park planning enquiry, QC’s closing remarks included concerns put forward from residents. Outcome of the hearing is expected in mid-April.

In relation to the field at the back of Park View, Environment Protection/Enforcement are looking into it and work to clear the field is progressing. Land ownership, however, is proving complicated.

County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 

SCC budget has been set with a 3.39% increase (1.99% basic council tax and 2% Social Care Precept). Police involvement in Haughley where an HGV hit the porch on the village hall and did not stop. With 160/170 new homes being built in Haughley and 400 expected in Bacton, there is a need for joining up traffic proposals at the planning stage. 

Concerns were raised by the PC that rather than use designed routes, it will be easier for lorries to go through Wetherden and Haughley. To be carefully monitored. When received, Cllr Stringer to share the Transport plans with the Parish Council. 


Maintenance work to the blocked drains at Upper Town is anticipated in 4/5 weeks.
2021/199
Public Participation

No members of the public were present.

2021/200
Clerk’s Report


Litter from the building site in Elmswell – an agenda item.
The new Parish Council notice board has been delivered and will be fitted on the 27th March. Lockable on both sides. Groups wishing to use this facility please contact the clerk. A thankyou to Cllrs Eburne and Welham for the contribution from their Locality Budgets.
2021/201
To finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 28th February 2021 were unanimously approved. Balance as of that date £34,813.53.
The following payments were retrospectively authorised.
Litter picker


  109.00

Clerk’s salary


  330.98

Hartleys Garden Services
  120.00

MSDC Grass cutting

  380.98

Payments to be approved at the meeting

Westocotec


  81.00
Litter picker


  85.45

2021/202
To appoint the internal auditor for 2020/21


By unanimous vote it was agreed to reappoint Trevor Brown as the internal 


auditor for 2020/21.

2021/203
To check and authorise insurance cover


Full schedule to be sent to councillors prior to authorisation of the invoice.

2021/204
To review the Parish Council risk assessment  


By unanimous vote approved.
2021/205
To review the Asset Management Schedule


By unanimous vote approved.


Individual councillors to confirm by email they have checked their selected 


assets, and all is correct. A streetlight outside No4 Upper Town is the only 


one on all night. SCC to be advised.
2021/206
To review the NALC Model Financial Regulations


By unanimous vote approved. 

2021/207
Litter


Time has been spent by the Parish Council litter picker clearing large pieces of 


polystyrene from the Elmswell Road, including a small builder’s bag and a very 


large piece of black plastic All items have come from the Crest Nicholson 



building site. The developers to be contacted.
2021/208
Football Club


As very few games have been played last season, the football club has 



requested a decrease in their annual fee. Agreed, the cost be reduced to 



£250 per annum. Contact to be made with the club to ascertain how many 


matches they anticipate will be played this coming season. Their contract to 


be checked for access to the pitch.


A request has been received from the Ballers Holiday Football Camp to use 


the pitch over the Easter holiday. On provision of a DBS check, it was agreed 


the application be approved. Cost £75 per two days. An inspection of the 


Pavilion to be carried out by Cllr Hensley.

2021/209
Annual Parish Meeting  



Due to Covid restrictions, councillors agreed the Annual Parish Meeting for 


2021 will not be going ahead. The Chairman to write an article for the village 


magazine on activities carried out by the Parish Council over the last year.
2021/210
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns


No further update on trees to be planted on the common. Advice on suitable 


species and proposed locations to be sought prior to purchasing.

2021/211
To receive grass cutting quotations


Breakdown of current costs to be circulated to councillors. 

2021/212
Correspondence


A letter has been received from a resident concerning the recent flooding 


under the bridge. A copy was sent to SCC Andrew Stringer.

2021/213
Urgent matters to the brought to the attention of the Council


None.

2021/214
Additional item

 
Cllr Chris Harcourt informed the meeting that having 
served on the Parish 

Council for eight years, he will be stepping down as from 30th April 2021. 

A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Harcourt for his invaluable contribution 

and service to Wetherden Parish Council.
Date of the next meeting agreed as Tuesday 4th May 2021 at 7.30pm.
Christine Mason 
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

