
       WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
     Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 4th May 2021 at 7.30pm
Present: 
Cllr Chris Harcourt (part), Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Andy Lewis, Cllr Duncan Perry      

Christine Mason – Clerk 


District Cllr Rachel Eburne, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and one member of the public
2021/215
Election of Chairman


Proposed by Cllr Andy Lewis, seconded by Cllr Stephanie Hensley that           
         Cllr Duncan Perry be elected as Chairman of Wetherden Parish Council – 


unanimous.



A thank you was given to the outgoing Chairman and Parish Councillor, Chris 

Harcourt for his invaluable contribution and service to the council over the last 

eight years.

2021/216
Co-Option


Two applications were received. By unanimous vote Stacey Lascelles and 


Richard Thurman were duly elected.

2021/217
Apologies for absence


Cllr Keith Welham.
2021/218
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2021/219
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 15th March 2021 were approved        as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
2021/220
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report

Report was previously circulated and contents noted. A new round of locality award funding is hoped to be available from 1st June. For sourcing pots of money/sponsors for work required to the Pavilion and Playground, contact details of the MSDC Community Engagement Officer to be forwarded to        Cllr Stephanie Hensley. 
2021/221
County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s report 

Report was previously circulated and contents noted. In relation to the Aggmax site, Cllr Stringer stressed the importance of using the SCC Highways Reporting Tool to log ongoing issues i.e. debris on the road, non-observance of their hours. Photographs would be useful. Cllr Stringer confirmed the frequency for checking and clearing the drainage under the bridge at Upper Town is on a bi-annual basis. SCC Highways to be informed if water is seen to be accumulating at the site. Debris left from the previous drain clearance has yet to be removed – Cllr Stringer to action.
2021/222
Public Participation

None.
2021/223
Clerk’s Report

In relation to the hire of the Pavilion to the football club, it was confirmed their annual contract commences on 1st August and ends on the 30th June.
2021/224
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance reports up to 30th April 2021 were unanimously approved. Balance as of that date £39,403.41.
The following payments were retrospectively authorised

Anglian Water


11.72

Vertas




244.94

Westotec



81.00



Hartleys Garden Services

240.00




ICO




35.00



Came & Co Insurance

978.85



Litter picker



85.02



Clerk’s salary



322.14



SALC




266.73



Vertas




257.15

2021/225
Parish Council Notice Board


Following safety concerns on the location of the new 
Parish Council notice 

board, a SCC Highways Assessment Officer visited the site and has 


confirmed ‘In his opinion there are no issues regarding visibility at the 


junction of Church Street and Stowmarket Road in Wetherden as has 


been claimed by the installation of the Parish Council notice board. The 


attached photograph clearly shows around 70 to 80 yards of visibility when 

positioned at the junction’.



Quotations for the provision of a second notice board for use by the 


Community to be sought. Cllr Duncan Perry to action.
2021/226
To consider common/playing field projects and concerns


i.  Update on trees to be planted on the Common



Work in progress, no firm date for planting but will be autumn time when trees 


are dormant. To make way for native hedging, dead elms running alongside 


houses on Park Road to be removed, Cllr Duncan Perry and Cllr Andy Lewis to 


organise. Cllr Stephanie Hensley to check whether the wild flowers planted on     

the Common have appeared.


ii.  Grass cutting quotations



Prior to a decision being taken, the contractor to confirm he has the right 


equipment for cutting the football pitch/Larlands. Current written contracts, 


notice periods to be obtained from the present contractors. An agenda item         

at the next meeting.
2021/227
Pavilion repairs and decorating


Perspex window on right hand side of the Pavilion needs attention. Plywood  


to be used as a temporary fix. Cllr Andy Lewis to action and note other



emergency repairs required. Quotations to be sought for additional work, 


including outside painting. Cllr Duncan Perry and Cllr Stephanie Hensley to 


action. An agenda item at the next meeting.
2021/228
Correspondence


Circulated as and when received.
2021/229
Urgent matters to the brought to the attention of the Council


i. To inform residents of the work carried out by the Parish Council, the full 

Annual Report from Chris Harcourt to be included in the parish newsletter. 

Additionally, a summary of the Speed Indicator Device statistics to be published.


ii. The Maypole pub has been painted/new doors fitted ready for it to be 


advertised and taken on by potential new owners. The clerk confirmed the 

Maypole has been registered as an Asset of Community Value.

         iii. Community Litter Pick – Cllr Andy Lewis to lead on dates/times. To be 

         posted on Face Book.
2021/230
Date of next meeting


Agreed as Monday 19th July 2021 at 7.30pm. Availability of the village hall 

to be checked. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.29pm.
Christine Mason 
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

