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            WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
             Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th September 2021 at 7.30.pm
Present: 
Cllr Stephanie Hensley (Acting Chair), Cllr Richard Thurman, Cllr Stacey Lascelles     

Christine Mason – Parish Clerk 


District Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and one member of         the public
2021/248
Apologies for absence


Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Andrew Lewis, Cllr Rachel Eburne.
2021/249
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2021/250
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 19th July 2021 were approved as 
 a true record and signed by the Chairman.
2021/251
District Councillor’s report – Cllr Keith Welham

Topics included MSDC commitment to assist in the Government’s Afghan resettlement scheme; a desire to discuss a possible devolution deal for Suffolk; planning permission with conditions granted for development proposals for Gateway 14; a motion to seek a reduction in the intensity of lighting on council property and to encourage use of wildlife friendly lighting instead to be presented to next week’s Council meeting; the setup of a Joint Task & Finish Group to prepare a Local Cycling and Walking Improvement Plan; funding from the annual locality awards is still available.

2021/252
Suffolk County Councillor’s report - Cllr Andrew Stringer

Report included the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan; completion of an independent review of Special Needs and Disability is due to be published this month on the SCC website; zero carbon battle bus to visit Suffolk.
2021/253
Public Participation

Issues raised - continuing dirt and dust on the road from Aggmax lorries; damage to area around the village pump (in hand); light pollution; large container lorries turning right towards the church and mounting the island.
2021/254
Clerk’s report

Stowmarket Football Club are now using the playing field for their matches.

A VAT claim for £1,344 has been submitted to HMRC. 
2021/255
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The Clerk’s finance report for the month ending 31st August 2021 was approved. Balance as at that date stands at £36,513.01.
The following payments were retrospectively approved:
Clerk’s salary


 322.14
Reimbursement to clerk
 50.00

Litter picker


 69.76

Internal auditor

 150.00
Vertas



 257.15

E-on



 19.54

Clerk’s salary


 3221.14

Hartley’s Gd Services
 120.00

Litter picker


 71.94

Litter picker back pay
 6.84

Clerk’s salary


 322.14

Clerk’s expenses

163.31

Giles Wright – tree works
 175.00

Key deposit refund

 100.00

D Perry – key cutting
 21.00
2021/256
Suggestions for Locality Awards Funding

Further discussion at the next meeting. A Zoom meeting with Cllr Eburne to be arranged as soon as a quotation for new play equipment has been received.
2021/257
To identify areas for help from the Community Payback Scheme


Currently in hand.

2021/258
Quiet Lanes



Kates Lane, Captains Lane, Ashfield Road were proposed to be put forward as 


designated Quiet Lanes. With the scheme now closed, Cllr Stringer to investigate 

whether these can be added to the register.
2021/259
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns



A quotation for repairs to the Pavilion is currently being prepared, awaiting 

quotations from the play equipment company for refurbishment of the 


play area.

2021/260
Correspondence


Circulated as and when received.

2021/261
Urgent matters to be bought to the attention of the Council


A quotation has been received to fell/remove a large tree that had fallen onto  


the allotment site. On closer inspection, it has become home to newts, insects, 


and other wildlife. For safety and eco reasons, a decision was made to pull the 


tree over and leave in situ. The chopped wood to be stacked and left. Other 


trees have been identified as needing attention. To be progressed once the 


leaves have fallen.



2021/262
Date of next meeting


Agreed as Monday 22nd November 2021 at 7.30pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Christine Mason 
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com

