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            WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
           Minutes of the Annual General Parish Council meeting held on 16th May 2022             
 
Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Andrew Lewis, Cllr Richard Thurman   

In attendance: Cllr Rachel Eburne, Cllr Andrew Stringer, Cllr Keith Welham and one members of the public
2022/01
Election of Chairman and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance       

of Office



Proposed and seconded that Cllr Duncan Perry be re-elected Chairman for       

the following year – all in agreement. The Declaration of Acceptance of 


Office 
was duly signed.

2022/02
Apologies for absence


Cllr Stacey Lascelles, Cllr Stephanie Hensley.
2022/03
Election of Vice Chairman


Not considered necessary at this present time
2022/04
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2022/05
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting  
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 25th April 2022 were approved as a true record and signed by Cllr Thurman.
2022/06
Public Participation

Footpath 51: Despite recent discussions between Cllr Perry and James Rand to reduce daily vehicle access up the track, a few field tenants are however, still using the path. Cllr Perry to have a further conversation with James Rand.

Following a complaint to Highways concerning diverted traffic coming through the village on the 9th May, the subcontractor has admitted this was a mistake on their part and as a recompense, a donation to a charity will be made.

2022/07
Clerk’s report

No additional items to report other than those on the agenda.
2022/08
To receive any planning applications validated since the last meeting                        



Proposal: Householder Application – Erection of garage extension with pitched roof to form double garage with office space above                                                                                         Location: Beech Rise, Kates Lane, Wetherden, IP14 3LE

No comments either positive or negative to this application.
2022/09
Finance Reports and authorise payments

The finance report for the month ending 31 March 2022 was unanimously agreed. Balance as per the bank statement stands at £40,239.67. The following payments for March were retrospectively approved.
   

a)  Litter picker 


82.51

     Hartley’s Gd Services

255.00
        
     Vertas



274.14


     SALC



268.18


     Bank charges


5.00


     Clerk’s salary+back pay
453.65


     Gallagher Insurance

1181.18


     Westcotec


3480.00


b)  The Certificate of Exemption – AGAR 2021/22 and the Accounting Statement 2021/22 were unanimously approved.

c)  The online limit for paying invoices was considered to be inadequate and should be increased to £1500. The clerk to contact HSBC for the relevant paperwork.

d)  It was proposed the sum of £20,000 should be earmarked for new play equipment – unanimously approved.

2022/10
Locality Awards Funding

A revised application form has been submitted for upgrading the Pavilion. Currently being processed by MSDC.
2022/11
New play equipment/ CIL Funding Enquiry

Still awaiting one further quotation. To assist with the cost of the new toddler play equipment and fencing, the CIL Funding Enquiry Form to be submitted to MSDC.
2022/12
Quiet Lanes

Process moving on. The Quiet Lanes Scheme are to carry out a signage survey as to where Wetherden’s signs are to be positioned.
2022/13
Insurance claim for repairs to the Pavilion

Costs still to be sought for the repairs. The insurers to be contacted to find out the number of quotations required.

2022/14
Village Survey 

The village survey to determine whether villagers want the ban on dogs at the playing field to stay or be lifted, or options for keeping dogs on leads was posted on social media and has received a variety of responses. However, more views are needed prior to any decision being made. It was proposed the survey is published in the next newsletter – all in agreement. Further discussion at the next meeting.
2022/15
Net Zero by 2050


In the absence of Cllr Hensley, this item was deferred until the next meeting. It was pointed out by Cllr Lewis that possible future repairs to the village hall roof could be a perfect project for solar panels. 
2022/16
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns

No further discussion as covered earlier in the meeting.

2022/17
Correspondence

Circulated as and when received.

2022/18
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council

The tree has now been cleared by the pond on the common. The person who undertook this task is to train to become a tree surveyor. As part of the course, his project will be to tree survey Wetherden. At present, any areas/trees deemed dangerous are dealt with straight away.
2022/19
Date of next meeting

Agreed as Monday 20th June 2022 at 7.30pm.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.21pm.
