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            WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd February 2022 at 7.30.pm

Present: Cllr Stephanie Hensley (Acting Chair), Cllr Stacey Lascelles,                 Cllr Andrew Lewis, Cllr Richard Thurman   

Cllr Andrew Stringer and five members of the public
2022/299
Apologies for absence


Cllr Duncan Perry, District Cllr Keith Welham, District Cllr Rachel Eburne.
2022/300
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2022/301
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting  
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 24th January 2022 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
2022/302
District Councillor’s report – Cllr Rachel Eburne

Cllr Rachel Eburne’s report was previously circulated and noted. Main points included the 2022/23 budget due to be considered by Council on 24th February. No proposals for a council tax increase; the amount payable by a Band D household to remain at £171.59 per annum. Current indications  are that the net budget is anticipated to be under 9 million; a one off £150 energy rebate for those in Council Tax bands A to D (who are not exempt from paying Council Tax) has been promised by Government and will not be required to be repaid.
2022/303
Suffolk County Councillor’s report - Cllr Andrew Stringer

Cllr Stringer’s report was previously circulated and noted. Key topic was the discussion by Cabinet on the 1st February to discuss the core budget and vote on whether this be passed through to Full Council; this was finalised on 17th February. Cabinet also voted to approve the adoption of the Carbon Budget, as well as the recommendations to enhance Suffolk Biodiversity.
2022/304
Presentation from Rob Hasselder relating to the planning application for White House Farm, Upper Town, Wetherden

DC/21/06339 – Change of use of land and siting of camping/caravan (glamping pods & shepherds huts), with the creation of a recreational lake, construction of holiday lodges, installation of a ground mounted solar array, installation of a new sewage plant, and all associated utility connections.

A detailed summary of the proposed planning application was given by the applicant. Parish Council response: As Wetherden has applied for Quiet Lanes on Ashfield Road and Captains Lane (with full village support), the Parish Council unanimously objects to planning application DC/21/06339 until further information and clarification on car movements are determined.

The speed indicator device is to be used for two weeks to determine the volume of traffic in both directions.
2022/305
Public Participation

Combined with agenda item 16 Wetherden Charities.

Following input from representatives of the charities, it was agreed the amalgamation of other charitable trusts within the village ought to be considered. Cllr Lascelles to lead. Copies of all current charity accounts to be requested. The Clerk to action. Questions to Cllr Stringer included street cleaning, particularly on parts of Kates Lane; only carried out where there is kerbing, overgrown vegetation/hedges on category one footpaths; normally cut end June through to September. An agenda item for the next meeting.         

The survey being carried out on the field at the top of Park View: Cllr Hensley has spoken with the current landowner and has been informed the fencing is to be reinstated and the land cleared of all rubbish.

As a level of protection against the allocation of future development within Wetherden, it was suggested a Parish Neighbourhood Plan is produced. An agenda item for the next meeting.
2022/306
Clerk’s report

On instruction from UK Power Networks, BTS Group are working in the area to carry out essential work to trees at Wetherden Village Hall and Playing Field – consent has been given.


As requested at the last meeting, contact has been made with the Haughley & Wetherden Parish News editorial team and a list of copy and printing deadline dates have been sent.
2022/307
Planning applications validated since the last meeting


i. Proposal Householder Application                                                                                                                 

Erection of single storey front extension                                                                                                         



Location:                                                                                                                                                                   

Bankside, Kates Lane, Wetherden, Suffolk IP14 3LE


Received 7th February 2022  Comments by 28th February 2022.


ii. Proposal Full Planning Application:                                                                                                                     

Change of use of land and siting of camping/caravan (glamping pods/shepherd 


huts) with the creation of recreational lake, construction of holiday lodges, 


installation of a ground mounted solar array, installation of a new sewage 
  
    
treatment plant, and all associated utility connections.


Location:                                                                                                                                                                   

White House Farm, Upper Town, Wetherden, Suffolk IP14 3ND


Received 21st January 2022  Comments by 11th February 2022. Extension to 22nd February 2022 requested by Wetherden Parish Council and agreed by MSDC

2022/308
Finance Report and authorise payments

a) The finance report for the month ending January 2021 was unanimously agreed. Balance as per the bank statement stands at £40,770.46.The following payments for January were retrospectively approved.
   

a)  Vertas

257.15

     MSDC     

303.30


     Leaflets   
25.67


     E-on

44.00


     Bank charges     5.00


b)  It was confirmed the precept for the financial year 2022-2023 is set at £12,890. 
2022/309
Community Payback Scheme

The Church and Townlands not able to fully make use of their share of the work, lack of toilet facilities due to the football teams using the Pavilion at weekends, are causing logistical issues around organising the Community Payback Team. They are, however, still keen to get the Parish Council on board. In the meantime, it was suggested residents get together as a social event to carry out some of the tasks i.e repairs to the pump, ditch clearing. To be advertised on Facebook. Cllr Lewis to action. Date to be confirmed.
-
2022/310
Speed Indicator Device


The second camera is due for delivery very shortly. Initially one will be located at Larlands and the new angry/smiley face camera in the centre of the village. A new post including a replacement post for the one taken away, to be installed ready for use. 

A volunteer is needed to help out with charging and changing the batteries over on the SID. Cllr Lewis to post on Facebook.
2022/311
Locality Awards Funding

Deferred to the next meeting.
2022/312
Spring Litter Pick

To be advertised in the Village newsletter when a date has been agreed.
2022/313
Net Zero by 2050

Cllr Hensley is still in the process of getting information concerning Solar to reduce the cost of electric points for car charging. Funding and grants are available. An agenda item at the next meeting.
2022/314
Wetherden Charities

Discussed earlier in the meeting.

2022/315
To consider common/playing fields/projects and concerns

No movement on quotations for new play equipment. A second company to be contacted.

2022/316
Correspondence 

None received.

2022/317
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council

Parish byelaw signage on the playing field relating to dogs is unreadable and needs replacing. In the first instance, the clerk to contact the local council.
2022/318
Date of next meeting

21st March 2022

25th April 2022

With no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
