Draft until signed
      

            WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
            Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th January 2022 at 7.30.pm

Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, Cllr Stacey Lascelles,            Cllr Andrew Lewis     

District Cllr Rachel Eburne, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and twenty-six members of the public
2022/283
Apologies for absence


Cllr Richard Thurman, District Cllr Keith Welham
2022/284
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2022/285
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 22nd November 2021 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
2022/286
District Councillor’s report – Cllr Rachel Eburne

Cllr Rachel Eburne’s report was previously circulated and noted. Key points included housing completions and outstanding planning permissions. 672 dwellings were built in the district in 2020/21, current annual target 513.          The draft 2022/23 budget was considered by the Overview & Scrutiny Committee and is to be considered by Full Council in February. Net budget is expected to be nearly £9 million with a projected surplus of £6 million. Still a small amount left in the Locality Budget but needs to be allocated by the end of January.
2022/287
Suffolk County Councillor’s report - Cllr Andrew Stringer

Cllr Stringer’s report was previously circulated and noted. Main points included the challenges being faced with a budget shortfall in Adult Social Care. An in-year retention bonus scheme will give those who have stayed on  in the sector a one off payment of £200. The biggest issue is the price per hour paid in comparison to other industries i.e supermarkets/lorry drivers. Attention was drawn to a sad incident in Bacton when an incorrect code was used to open the defibrillator case. This is currently being looked into by EEAS. Councillors were advised to check that the Wetherden device is on the Community Heartbeat radar. If trucks use their satnav three hundred new homes being built in Bacton could impact on Wetherden, currently talking with all but one of the developers to try diverting the route through Mendlesham and Finningham.
2022/288
Quiet Lanes

A broad introduction of the scheme was given by Cllr Duncan Perry and                  Cllr Stephanie Hensley. 

The Quiet Lanes Project is a locally driven, centrally funded scheme of designating certain roads as Quiet Lanes. These types of lanes do not impose any traffic restrictions but seek to inform road users of the presence of walkers, cyclists, horse riders etc and to show more respect  for vulnerable road users. Nearly 400 lanes within Suffolk have been put forward for designation, with the aim of creating a network of Quiet Lanes across the County. The main purpose of Quiet Lanes is that they offer a safer environment for non-motorised travellers and can help to protect the rural environment. They are not intended to be used as a traffic calming measure but to improve road safety and encourage walking and cycling. Advisory 

signs are placed at either end of Quiet Lanes to indicate to motorised users that the road is a shared space. General criteria are that they are single track lanes i.e with passing places, no line markings, typically carrying less than 1000 vehicle trips per day in either direction. Wetherden Parish Council have identified Kates Lane, Captains Lane and Ashfield Road as being suitable for designation. The selected lanes are already popular with walkers, cyclists and horse riders and the intention is to encourage that use. 


The process of designation requires public awareness and consultation.              This was achieved by hand delivering a leaflet to each household in the village, usage of social media, holding a public meeting at which members of the public were allowed to speak and vote on whether to go forward with the Quiet Lanes Scheme, to agree that Wetherden Parish Council will make a voluntary contribution (£100 tbc) towards signage costs to help maximise the overall number of lanes to be delivered.
2022/289
Public Participation

Following a Q & A session, members of the public unanimously voted that the Quiet Lanes Scheme should be pursued. Additionally, villagers would like the single lane section of Plashwood Road and Tom Tits Lane included in Phase Two of the scheme.

Other matters raised included the possibility of providing adult fitness equipment at the play area; the absence of minutes published in the village newsletter (the clerk to obtain a list of deadline dates); lack of information for the public relating to planning applications (suggested by Cllr Rachel Eburne that ‘Any planning applications validated since the agenda has been issued’ be included on future agendas); Wetherden Charities need to be looked at as to establish whether there is scope for a possible merger. An agenda item for the next meeting (Cllr Eburne to forward a complete list of current Wetherden Charities to the clerk); information regarding a blocked drain on Beech Lane to be sent to Cllr Andrew Stringer.              
2022/290
Finance Report and authorise payments

a) The finance report for the month ending 28th December 2021 was unanimously agreed. Balance as per the bank statement stands at £41,405.78. The following payments for November and December 2021 were retrospectively approved.

Litter picker



74.70

Hartleys Garden Service

240.00


Clerk’s salary



322.14


Westcotec



69.00


PWLB




475.37


Litter picker



62.44


Playground inspection

60.65


Anglian Water


12.47


Litter picker



53.52


Clerk’s salary



322.14


b) Following full and detailed discussion, agreed costs for the financial year 2022-2023 to be calculated by the clerk and a final figure circulated for councillors approval.

c) All in favour that Trevor Brown be re-appointed to carry out the internal audit for the financial year 2021-2022.
2022/291
Locality Awards Funding

An application to be be submitted to Cllr Rachel Eburne towards the internal/external redecoration of the Pavilion. Cllr Stephanie Hensley to action. Further works required to be met by other external funding sources.
2022/292
Update on grants for new play equipment

Quotations not yet received but in hand.

2022/293
Update for a permanent SID for the village

Prior to discussion, the Chairman expressed his thanks and appreciation to Chris Aldred, who after three years is stepping down helping to operate the Wetherden speed sensor. The Parish Council will be sending out details to recruit additional volunteers. At a cost of £2,900 excluding VAT, a new portable speed activated device showing a smiley/angry face beneath, is to be purchased from CIL income received from MSDC. The additional sign will be sited in the middle of the village before the cross roads. It is portable and therefore can be moved as and when necessary. A replacement pole is required.            Cllr Andrew Stringer to action. 
2022/294
Update relating to the Community Payback Scheme

Discussions are ongoing. The Payback Team need toilet facilities and with two football clubs already using the Pavilion at the weekend this is not an option. Originally, the Community Payback Team worked only twelve times per annum but now want a commitment to a weekly scheme on the same day each week. Cllr Stephanie Hensley to liaise with Cllr Andrew Lewis to find a mutually benefit solution.
2022/295
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns

Common in hand, strimming etc; trees/hedging replanting on the playing field ongoing; dog poo continues to be an issue, owners to be reminded of their responsibilities, hedging to be cut back, a formal Spring Litter Pick to be organised, Cllr Andrew Lewis to lead. 
2022/296
Correspondence

A Service Level Agreement has been received from MSDC for cutting the grass at The Larlands. Hartleys Garden Services to be asked for a comparable quotation prior to the SLA being signed.
2022/297
Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council

None.

2022/298
Date of next meetings


February 21st 2022 and 22nd March 2022, both dates to be confirmed.

With no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.
