Draft minutes
          

         WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
         
       Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th July 2022



     

Present: 
Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Andy Lewis, Cllr Stacey Lascelles    

Christine Mason (Clerk), District Cllr Keith Welham, County Cllr Andrew Stringer and six members of the public
2022/38
Apologies for absence


Cllr Stephanie Hensley, District Cllr Rachel Eburne, Cllr Richard Thurman.
2022/39
Declarations of Interest


None declared.

2022/40
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 20th June 2022 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.        
2022/41
District Councillor Rachel Eburne’s report 

Report was previously circulated, and contents noted. Topics included the £200 million investment to base a major distribution centre at Gateway 14. Following approval of a reserved matters planning application, work is expected to start in January 2023 with occupation     in Autumn 2023; to improve biodiversity, MSDC have launched this year’s          tree and hedgerow planting scheme; a new fund for community based carbon-reduction projects is now open; applications are welcome from local clubs/organisations in need of funding towards the cost of a local project. Questions were invited by Cllr Welham.
2022/42
County Councillors Andrew Stringer’s report


Report was previously circulated, and contents noted. Two items on the report were relevant to Wetherden:-

a) Lorry Routing: Now that 3 of the 6 sites are now running in Bacton, the   design and construction conditions are now being tested. We have had an instance of a site being stopped by MSDC because its routing had not yet been agreed, but we are still seeing far too many lorries using Haughley & Wetherden as its route, and on almost all cases Lawn Farm Quarry is the destination, we have even traced tipper lorries using the Folly in Haughley     as route from Botesdale to Wetherden, these cases have all been reported to planning enforcement and I have personally visited sites to remind the operators they are risking a £2500.00 fine per day. 


b) Rectory Hill: I managed to have a meeting with the local engineer, but it was very last minute due to the engineer’s time constraints, the upshot is there is little room for major engineering etc, but he has suggested a few areas we could look into i.e. erosion on sides does not fit criteria for filling with tarmac but will be treated as inch fill; all potholes have been individually reported, larger holes will be filled in. 
2022/43
Public Forum

On behalf of the applicant, the agent gave a detailed overview of Planning Application DC/22/03101 Erection of 2No detached dwellings and the construction of two passing places in Warren Lane, Land to the North &          East of Warren Mill House, Warren Lane, Elmswell Road, Wetherden.         

Councillors to discuss this application under agenda item 8. 


Other matters raised in the public forum: To bring back the position of Footpath Warden to check for any damaged signage, overgrown shrubbery etc. Suggested those that actively walk around the village may be interested in taking on the role. To be posted on Facebook. 
                                  The Maypole Inn sign needs replacing, Cllr Perry to action and report back at the next meeting. 






                           As a means of communication, could the minutes include where else they can be found i.e. wetherden.onesuffolk.net? To be displayed separately on the noticeboard.  




                                     Hedges on Rectory Hill and Little London to Elmswell are overhanging the road and need cutting back.

Would be helpful when the roads are swept if the PC were informed in advance. Cllr Stringer to make enquiries whether this could be an option.

A vote of thanks was given to Roger Tombs for his diligence in emailing a number of people in authority with his, and resident’s views on the ongoing issues around the A14 diversions. Research carried out by RT, both in terms of looking at Rules & Regulations that apply and permitted maximum and minimum widths have been sent to the MP, Cllr Stringer and various others.
2022/44
Clerk’s report

The final paperwork from the internal auditor has been received with no specific issues. An agenda item at the next meeting.
2022/45
Planning Applications validated since the last meeting
Planning Application DC/22/03101 - Erection of 2No detached dwellings and the construction of two passing places in Warren Lane.

Location: Land To The North And East Of Warren Mill House, Warren Lane, Elmswell Road, Wetherden IP14 3LL
Following full discussion, it was unanimously agreed that Wetherden Parish Council objects to the application on the grounds of precedence and due to being outside the village boundary. 

2022/46
To receive finance reports and authorise payments
The finance report for the month ending 30th June 2022 was unanimously  agreed. The bank statement balance stands at £39,291.44. Payments as per the schedule were approved.
PWLB



475.37

Litter picker


90.25

MSDC



245.98
Anglian Water

12.76

Reimbursement for 

play equipment repairs
571.04

Clerk’s salary


399.40

Bank charges


5.00

2022/47
Pavilion refurbishment update
The rubbing down, exterior painting, measurement of replacement glazing units has been started by Tony at Pantones Decorating. To support the village, he has offered to do the painting free of his own labour. Once painted, the decking that creates access to the actual building will be replaced. When finished, a similar quotation will be sought for replacing the toilets/sinks.
2022/48
To consider the provision of a litterbin at the basketball area


A quotation for a metal litter bin and cost of emptying to be obtained. 



Discussion at the next meeting.
2022/49
To receive a quotation for replacement  posts at The Larlands


A quotation of circa £2,000 has been received to replace the thirty eight  



broken/rotten posts at The Larlands. Other options to be looked at prior to 


a decision being made.
2022/50
Quiet Lanes


QLS have finalised arrangements with SCC Legal to start the formal public 

consultation process on the 18th July for the Wave 4 proposed lanes.  Anyone 

wishing to make representations about the proposals has 3 weeks from 18th 

July to do so. These should be made direct to SCC.

                   There has been overwhelming support in the village for the scheme.
2022/51
CIL bid for play equipment update


A third quotation has been requested. Potentially, there may be a 



requirement for planning permission to move the junior park area from 


where it is at present to the other end. Cllr Eburne is currently working 


with the planning team to determine whether permission is required.
2022/52
Zero Carbon by 2050


No further update.



2022/53
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns



Presently, in discussions via social media concerning the survey relating to 

dogs being allowed on the playing field. To date, the vast majority of 


responses received wish to allow dogs on the playing field but with the 


caveat that they are kept on leads. Currently looking at the legal process 


required for changing the existing bylaw.
2022/54
Correspondence


An email has been received informing the Parish Council the Treasurer 


and Secretary of the Crawford Widows Charity have resigned. An agenda 

item for the next meeting. 



The CIL Expenditure Report for 2021/22 for Wetherden was duly signed 


by Cllr Perry and Cllr Lewis. To be posted on the website.
2022/55
Urgent matters to be ought to the attention of the Council


There were no urgent matters.
2022/56
Date of next meeting


Agreed as Monday 26th September 2022 at 7.30pm. 
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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