WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st July 2025

Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, ClIr Richard Thurman, Clir Andy Lewis, ClIr Stephanie Hensley
County Cllr Andrew Stringer, District Clir Janet Pearson, Christine Mason (Clerk) and
seven members of the public
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Apologies for absence

Clir Lascelles

Declarations of Interest

None declared.

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

The minutes of the Annual Council meeting of Monday 19t May 2025 were
approved and signed by the Charman

County Clir Andrew Stringer’s Report

With Suffolk currently below national attainment figures of children in the
county at Key Stage 2 and 6 this was considered at the June meeting of the
Education and Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee; libraries across the
County have been taken back in house by Suffolk County Council, assurance
has been given that all libraries will remain open but with reduced opening
hours; Suffolk County Council has been awarded a grant of £8m from the
Department of Transport to fund enhanced bus services across the county;
no further update on the Aggmax Transport quarry pit expansion as MSDC
are still awaiting a response from the company before a legal challenge

can be pursued.

District Councillor’s Report

At the June council meeting a motion was put forward and agreed, to
support communities across Mid Suffolk who wish to adopt lower speed
limits. excluding 20mph limits, and to make the process less costly, complex
and transparent; details of community funding can be found at
BMSDCgrants@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk; the next round of Locality Budget
Awards commenced on 15t April 2025.

Clerk’s report

No additional matters to report.

Finance report and to authorise payments

a. The finance report was agreed and payments as per the schedule were
approved. Bank balance as of 17% July 2025 stands at £23.672.25.
Expenditure

E-on 178.09
T Brown Auditor 300.00
Service charges 4.25
Elan City 2700.00
Clerk’s salary 412.56
Litter picker 97.68
PWLB 475.37
Insurance fee 50.00
Service charges 4.67
Clerk’s salary 422.56
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Hartleys Garden Services 300.00

Litter picker 100.73
D Perry expenses 35.00
Clerk’s expenses 19.49
HMRC 415.96
E-on 87.98
Income

Haughley FC - electricity 178.09

Haughley FC - electricity  87.98

Anglian Water - water 23.80

The internal auditor’s report was considered, approved and
recommendations noted.

Lorry Watch Scheme

Lorry Watch Scheme — Suffolk Trading Standards.

Once registered, local trained observers note details of vehicles that may be
misusing a restricted route, and a report is sent to Suffolk Trading Standards.
Investigations are made with the registered keeper and driver of the vehicle
and if necessary, action is taken in accordance with the Enforcement Policy.
The scheme commenced at the beginning of July and is a six month process.
Volunteers needed for Wetherden.

Purchase of new equipment at the play area

The current CIL application has been rejected on the grounds that as part of
MSDC'’s remit, it needs to show some tangible improvement over the existing
equipment and not a like for like replacement. It was advised the area needs
to be more inclusive with either a disabled friendly swing and more sensory
items. It was furthermore suggested the big swing, potentially already
disabled friendly, be moved inside the main play area by re-routing the fence.
New quotations to be sought with further discussion at the next meeting.
Update on the village sign replacement

Villagers have been consulted for their thoughts/opinions for the new village
sign. A quotation has been received to supply oak, make the sign and carve
for the sum of £3,900. ClIr Hensley to pursue a contribution towards the cost
from ClIr Pearson/Clir Watson’s locality budget awards.

A request has been received from the Townlands Trust for a donation of £960
for maintaining the gardens by the car park — unanimously agreed.
Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Planning Officer asked for the following questions to be
considered at the parish council meeting:

Why now for a neighbourhood plan?

What expectations, if any, does the PC have in terms of its content, i.e., will
they be allocating a site or sites for housing development?,

In light of the Gov't announcement re the withdrawal of grant funding, does
the PC have any thoughts on how they might be able to self-fund their

NP if required to do so, based on the fact that the withdrawn basic grant was
worth £10k.

Clir Pearson indicated she is willing to support the parish council if they
were to proceed. As Old Newton Parish Council are in the process of creating
a NP, ClIr Perry to make contact.
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To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns

Signage on The Common — ongoing.

Interview with EADT: Clir Perry spoke about HGV traffic using the stretch of
road (known as Thunder Road), that runs from Lawn Farm Business Park
down Church Road, Stowmarkert Road and Elmswell Road; issues with HGV's
using Park Road as a rat run; proposed slip road at Lawn Farm Business Park
between the A47 and 47 near the exit for HGVSs.

Public Participation

Issues raised included the need for a speed camera at the end of Rectory
Hill and Kates Lane. With limited space for a SID, ClIr Stringer suggested road
markings or dragon’s teeth could be an alternative option — AS to take the
lead; drains in Ashfield Road, outside the quarry pit and Beech House are
continually blocked by vegetation/debris; pothole on Park Road; speeding
lorries.

Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council

No issues were raised.

Date of next meeting

To be confirmed.

With no further business the meeting ended at 8.45pm.



