WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10" November 2025

Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, ClIr Richard Thurman, Clir Andy Lewis, District Clir Agnes
Watson, County Cllr Andrew Stringer (later in the meeting), Christine Mason (Clerk)
and five members of the public

2025/46
2025/47

2025/48

2025/49

2025/50

2025/51

2025/52

Apologies for absence

Clir Stacey Lascelles, ClIr Stephanie Hensley.

Declarations of Interest

None declared.

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Monday 15" September 2025
were approved and signed by the Chairman.

District Councillor’s Report

Norwich to Tilbury power lines consultation is due to be commenced,
registration will be required (WPC to register their interest); £600 locality
budget funding still available for any groups to submit an application; a
meeting with SCC Highways and National Highways has been held, topics
covered included more notice/signage to be made available to parish councils
when the A14 is to be closed, volume and speeding of traffic going

through villages and the effect on residents; Due to costs/accessibility, the
slip road going back onto the A14 is not going to happen.

County Clir Andrew Stringer’s Report

In the absence of CliIr Stringer, key points in the report were read out by Clir
Perry. SCC have voted to give the government their consent to create a
Norfolk and Suffolk Combined Authority which will be led by a Mayor who
will be elected on Thursday 7t May 2026. The role of the PCC will be
undertaken by the Mayor after their election; the Get Suffolk Working plan
has been approved, this aims to support people of working age not
currently employed to get into employment; colleagues from the NHS joined
the Health & Scrutiny meeting to update the committee on improving dental
services in Suffolk; SCC has launched its annual budget survey where it
asks Suffolk residents their opinions on how it should spend money in

the 2026-2027 financial year.

Clerk’s report

No further matters to report.

Finance report and to authorise payments

a. The finance report was agreed and payments as per the schedule were
approved. Bank balance as of 4" November 2025 stands at £27,957.95

Expenditure

Anglian Water 24.48
Bank service charges 4.25
Play inspection 75.40
Clerk’s salary + admin 429.50
MSDC 353.45
Hartleys Garden Services  420.00
PKF Auditors 252.00
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2025/53

2025/54

2025/55

2025/56

2025/57

Litter picker 125.15

HMRC 460.39
E-on 121.00
Clerk’s salary + admin 429.60
SALC payroll 54.00
Bank service charges 4.25
Litter picker 73.26
Hal hire 60.00
Income

Haughley United 24.00
Haughley United 120.00

To set the budget for the financial year 2026-2027

ClIr Perry to look at 2025-2026 budget figures and projected expenditure

for 2026-2027 Decision deferred until the January meeting.

A request from Haughley & Wetherden Parish News for a donation of £240
to assist with the printing of the newsletter was approved — all in favour.
New playground equipment and funding update

With the forty day consultation period now up, it is envisaged a decision on
the CIL funding bid will soon be made. Other committed funding from one
of the charities and the parish council will ensure minimal cost to the
village. Estimated completion of the work early Spring 2026.

Village sign replacement and Common signhage

No further update on the replacement village sign outside the church;
funding has been confirmed from a local charity for the Common signage
and a supplier identified; in conjunction with Townlands Trust, a pathway
through the Osier Beds is presently being discussed.

Policies

To adopt the Parish Council IT policy — considered and adopted.

To adopt the Data and Information Policy — considered and adopted.

To adopt the Model Publication Scheme Policy — considered and adopted.
To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns

To enable the land underneath to flourish, it has been suggested that some
of the trees on the Common need lifting, a quotation has been requested;
another litter pick to be arranged in the early Spring; due to two large logs
and a cast iron bench being thrown into the pond at Bracobs Pyghtle Wood,
the owner of Mutton Hall Farm is considering completely closing the Woods
for anyone other than himself and family.

Public Participation

Matters raised included a continuing low humming noise, dates and direction
to be investigated; a request from a spokesperson from Regia Anglorum, a
historical re-enactment group, to hire a 5 metre square area at the top section
of the football pitch for training. In return they will give their services for free
to Parish events where living history is wanted. A response to be sent within
the next few days; no update on the sale of James Wood/Paddock, Clir Perry
to monitor; Lorry Watch scheme — due to a significantly reduced activity level
at the quarry, the lorries are not using Park Road, HGV’s coming in from Tot
Hill through EImswell and vice versa are using the road as a rat run and



damaging verges (unless the A14 is closed, there are no restrictions on HGVs
from Elmswell coming through Wetherden to Tot Hill), ClIr Stringer to look at
other options; query whether the new owners of the quarry site will inherit
all the previous planning regulations; possibility of carrying out a feasibility
study to take on The Maypole as a village community pub - already registered
on the Community Asset Register by the Parish Council until 2030, no further
action at this point; suggestions put forward for traffic calming were deemed
unworkable by National Highways and more likely to be more unsafe; Clir
Lewis to liaise with a member of the public who expressed an interest in
changing the battery on the non-solar speed device.

2025/58 Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council
No issues were raised.

2025/59 Date of next meeting
To be confirmed.

With no further business the meeting ended at 8.50pm.
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