WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15t September 2025

Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, ClIr Richard Thurman, Cllr Andy Lewis, District Cllr Janet
Pearson, District Clir Agnes Watson, Christine Mason (Clerk) and four members of the
public

2025/32 Apologies for absence
Clir Stacey Lascelles, Clir Stephanie Hensley, County Clir Andrew Stringer.

2025/33 Declarations of Interest
None declared.

2025/34 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Monday 215t July 2025 were
approved and signed by the Charman

2025/35 District Councillor’s Report
A website has been launched for information regarding Local Government
reorganisation, a link on the home page of the website is available; a Rural
Support Fund was launched on the 30t April specifically for towns and
villages outside of Stowmarket (link to be forwarded to Haughley FC);
second year of the Big Weekend spotlighting on the rich culture and visitor
attractions found close to home to is take place on 18t & 19t October and
is free for residents.

2025/36 County Clir Andrew Stringer’s Report
In the absence of ClIr Stringer, the report was read out by ClIr Perry. Key
points included the rejection of a motion to make it easier for communities
to obtain a 20mph speed limit; a four year contract has been awarded to
Bio Capitol to process food waste locally. Around 31,000 tonnes sent to the
new distribution centre will generate green fuel and turned into soil
fertiliser; no further update relating to the closure of Aggmax other than
another pit company has purchased the site.

2025/37 Clerk’s report
Confirmation that Brian Davidson has been appointed Chairman of Townlands
Trust following the retirement of Alex Jarrett; the External Audit final report
has been received with no matters arising giving cause for concern.

2025/38 Finance report and to authorise payments
a. The finance report was agreed and payments as per the schedule were
approved. Bank balance as of 28™ September 2025 stands at £30345.75
Expenditure

Bank service charge 4.25
Clerk’s salary July 412.56
MSDC 353.45
Litter picker 122.10
Townlands Trust donation  960.00
Clerk’s salary August 497.26
Bank service charge 4.25
Litter picker 109.89



2025/39

2025/40

2025/41

2025/42

2025/43

2025/44

2025/45

Income

Haughley United 350.00
MSDC cleansing grant 1904.76
Precept — half year 6882.50

New playground equipment

Amended plans have been submitted to MSDC but no further update on
the CIL funding application.

Village sign replacement and funding update

District Clirs Janet Pearson and Agnes Watson said they have funds
available for the village sign replacement project.

Neighbourhood Plan

The clerk to contact the Old Newton Parish Clerk to determine whether they
would be willing to allow us to adapt their Neighbourhood Plan template for
one that would be suitable for Wetherden.

To consider common/playing field/projects and concerns

Signage on The Common — ongoing. Haughley PC to be contacted as they
have recently purchased signage for their Meadow Walks which would be
similar to what would be appropriate at the Common. Both inside and outside
of the play area requires strimming.

Public Participation

Matters raised included the MSDC litter pick being held on 29t September;
blocked drains causing flooding issues at the bottom of Rectory Hill and on
the corner by Pepper Pig House, to be reported to Clir Stringer by Clir Perry;
Lorry Watch scheme; Bonfire night 8" November, given the high number of
attendees, additional hard standing car parking arrangements to be sourced
i.e private driveways, cul de sacs, Baptist Church.

Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council

No issues were raised.

Date of next meeting

10" November 2025 at 730pm.

With no further business the meeting ended at 8.30pm.



