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       	    WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL
       Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd March 2026	 
  
  Present: Cllr Duncan Perry, Cllr Richard Thurman, Cllr Andy Lewis, Cllr Mike Collings,    
               Cllr Andrew Stringer, District Cllr Agnes Watson, Christine Mason (Clerk) 	      	      and six members of the public

   2026/74	Apologies for absence
		Cllr Stacey Lascelles, District Cllr Janet Pearson, Cllr Stephanie Hensley, 		Cllr Nick Mitchell.
   2026/75	Declarations of Interest
		None declared.
   2026/76	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Monday 26th January 2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.			
   2026/77	District Councillor’s Report
		Cllr Watson’s report was previously circulated. Points for noting included the 		Nature Recovery Grant for up to £50k for both large and small projects; the 		new recycling bins have arrived in Wetherden but not to be used until June, 		further information to follow; litter along the A14 and the slip roads will be 		cleared within a few weeks, some will be done in conjunction with A14 road 		closures; following a call for sites a map has been published by MSDC of all 		sites submitted. Wetherden Parish Council litter pick is to be held on Sunday 		27th March, meet at the car park opposite the Maypole at 10.50am, Cllr Lewis 		to arrange the equipment to be collected from Cllr Stringer.
  2026/78	County Councillor’s Report
  		Cllr Stringer’s report included the reinstatement of SCC elections that will take 		place on 7th May 2026 followed by County Council elections in May 2027 and 		Unitary elections in May 2028; the current SCC Chief Executive is leaving the 		post and will be replaced short term by two Executive Directors; a blanket 		TRO is in place to allow vehicles to be removed that are causing an 			obstruction when works are required to be carried out, a fine will be 			issued; a visit to Wetherden is scheduled with a relevant engineer to consider 		the flooding 	at the bottom of Rectory Hill, the flooding under the railway 		bridge between Wetherden and Upper Town and the overflowing at Elmswell.
  2026/79	To receive the finance report and authorise payments
		The finance report was agreed and payments as per the schedule were  
                   approved. Bank balance as of 18th March 2026 stands at £11,275.01.
		Expenditure
		Clerk’s salary January		415.69
		DP reimbursement			326.40	
		Suffolk Cloud				240.00
		Litter picker				158.73
		Action Play & Leisure	        6385.20
		Action Play & Leisure	      29719.80
		Action Play & Leisure	        5132.16
		Clerk’s salary February		425.69
		ICO renewal				 52.00
		

		Service charge			   4.25
		Litter picker			         122.10
		Pyke Electrical			104.00
		Brian Davidson			326.36
		Service charge			   5.17
		Income					
		Vat reclaim			       2210.72
		CIL funding			     19494.91
  2026/80	To appoint an auditor for the financial year 2025-2026 
		It was unanimously agreed to re-appoint Trevor Brown for the financial year 		2025-2026.
  2026/81	Planning applications
		DC/26/00969 Proposal: Application for Listed Building Consent - Remove 				concrete pebble dash from front elevation, inspect and repair timbers and render 		with lime plaster Location: Grange Farm, Plashwood Road, Wetherden                                                     		No objections								            			DC/26/01133 Proposal: Application for works to Trees subject to Tree 				Preservation Order ES40/A2 – Reduce branches of 1 No. Oak (T1) approximately 		2-2.5m, Reduce branches of 1 No.Sycamore (T2) by approx 2m Location: Former 		Warren Farm Landfill Site, Haughley New Street, Wetherden, Suffolk                          		No objections.								                     2026/82	To consider and approve updated policies 	                                         		a.  Standing Orders                                                                                         		b.  Financial Standing Order                                                                          2026/83	To review the documentation required for the internal audit				a.  Internal Control Statement								                 		b.  Statement of effectiveness of internal control				                  		c.  Asset Register												d.  Risk Assessment and Management (Financial)							e.  Asset Maintenance Schedule										By unanimous vote the updated policies and documentation required for the 			internal audit were approved en-bloc.                                                            2025/84	To receive updates on common/playing fields/projects                                		Cllr Hensley has been in contact with a local tree surgeon to inspect some of the    		areas on the Common where tree work is necessary. With technical advice 			required, Suffolk Wildlife Trust to be consulted. Other ongoing projects include 			the replacement village sign at the church, signage around the Common 				identifying what wildlife can be seen and a quotation to be sought for an 				additional solar speed indicator device on Stowmarket Road.                                                                2025/85	Public Participation						                        			Extracted data from the speed indicator device at Elmswell Road showed over a 		seven day period there were 8195 incoming vehicles and 14546 outgoing 	 		vehicles with statistics showing 60% of vehicles are travelling between 35-45mph 		into the village and 34% leaving the village.                                          2025/86	Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the meeting  - none. 	   2025/87       Date of next meeting – May 18th 2026. Annual Meeting at 7.00pm followed by 			the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm.
		There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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